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PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND SUBSIDY 


Government and Local Authorities for the building 
of small houses after the last war would have left us very 
much smaller results than actually achieved ; and equally 
clear that the same thing would apply in the present shortage. 
It is not surprising, therefore, to find that private enter- 
prise is to be encouraged by subsidy, as a reinforcement 
to the great housing drive which is about to begin. 

To the uninitiated it may seem to matter little what 
means are adopted to get all the building operatives to 
work upon the task and that every man employed upon 
private building means one man less upon the municipal 
scheme. ‘Experience shows, however, that that is not 
quite the case. The bigger the business concern, the 
bigger the organisation. Up toa point, the bigger organisa- 
tion means economy of working, particularly through 
bulk buying and the elimination of waste time, where 
labour can move freely from one job to another. 
Theoretically the process should be without end, with 
economy increasing as the establishment. grows, assuming 
at all times a maximum output. But theory does not 
always answer the test of experience. It is found that 
beyond a certain stage, organisation becomes clogged in 
its own meshes, and the economy which enters at one door 
through one set of causes passes out by another through 
another set of causes. That is really the limit that is set 
upon the amount of publicly controlled building that can 
be profitably undertaken at any one time. It can reason- 
ably be said, therefore, that given all our men back, the limit 
of their capacity to work under public control is well within 
their total potential, so much does a cumbrous and un- 
wieldy machine clog itself in its own intricacies. So it is 
reasonable to regard private enterprise not as the 
competitor of public works, but as a reinforcement .of 
resources. In fact, it might as reasonably be said that 
public housing works themselves should be the reinforce- 
ment of private enterprise, brought to bear only when the 
latter flags through financial and economic difficulties. 

There is also a fresh labour market tapped by the 
speculative builder which would remain outside the 
effective market if private enterprise were stopped 
altogether: For the most part this untapped source of 
energy concerns the small working builders, many of whom 
are ambitious or self-reliant craftsmen who have failed to 
find complete satisfaction or advancement as the servants 
of bigger firms. Many of these have entered the field 
as master men and have in the past not only done fairly 
well for themselves, but have offered to the public a very 
reasonable. standard of. building construction. Their 
overhead costs are negligible and they do not take on more 
than they can do, and as a result they have been able to 
offer to their public very good value for its money. These 
men would not return kindly to a subordinate position, 
though many have had to do so during the war, and if they 
were forced to do so in peace time they would probably 
make indifferent employees. 

We cannot afford to lose the services of these men at 
such a time of need as the present, and the building subsidy, 
added to a reasonable exercise of the building licensing 


E is quite evident that entire dependence upon 


regulations, will ensure that the energies of these men 
continue to be directed towards the satisfying of the 
nation’s greatest need. 

At the same time, we must all hope that public money 
will not be used to finance the jerry-builder as it did so 
often following the last war. These men are a public 
menace. Some of them do know how to build, but use 
that knowledge mainly as ingenuity for the evasion of 
anything but the minimum they are forced to do. Some of 
them work in innocence and ignorance, and commit every 
building error for the lack of proper knowledge of their 
craft. The first are rogues who must be stopped. The 
latter are fools whose foolishness may cost many an unwary 
purchaser disproportionate time and expense to circumvent. 

It is quite evident that something more stringent than 
the building bye-laws is needed to ensure that nothing 
but sound building construction sball be aided by public 
money. We note that the fusion of all house-builders’ 
organisations is now being considered. If every house- 
builder could be induced to observe the Certification 
Scheme the danger of further jerry-building should become 
negligible. 

But it is, of course, not merely a matter of building 
construction to which attention should be directed. There 
is the question of design, which needs at least the same 
skill, added to a natural talent, if it is to be of high 
quality. 

Experiments were made in the use of the services of 
voluntary panels of architects in recent years, and much 
good work was done by such bodies. But few would claim 
that their influence has been in any way decisive in any one 
district where they have operated. They worked under 
too many handicaps, not least of which was the reluctance 
of many authorities to act strictly upon their recom- 
mendations. Neither are we satisfied with the idea of 
voluntary service in connection with a matter of such prime 
importance. Design demands skill, just as sound building 
construction needs that quality. Nobody expects building 
quality to be served up free of charge and neither should 
it be expected that architectural quality need cost nothing. 
The point is that this architectural quality is as necessary 
to the mental health as is building quality to the bodily 
health and comfort of the people, and if the need is recog- 
nised the meeting of that need must be as necessary a 
charge upon the cost of building as the cost of drains and a 
dampcourse. 

The recognition of this plain fact is all that is needed to 
prompt the obvious legislation to the effect that building 
must not be undertaken without the necessary measure of 
architectural control. 

It will not be sufficient merely to lay it down that an 
architect’s name must be at the bottom corner of any plan 
before it will be passed by a local authority, for many a 
good plan loses all its characteristics under unsympathetic 
rendering in work. There must be some means whereby 
the control is maintained while the building is being erected, 
to ensure that the subtleties which make or mar an other- 
wise sound building, and which often cost nothing but care 
and: attention, receive a proper respect. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


City Plan ; Ministry’s Warning. 

Tue Court of Common Council of the 
City of London had before it on Wednes- 
day a letter from the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning stating that the 
Minister would have great difficulty in 
hare the plan for the redevelopment 
of the City. The letter contains a 
reasoned statement of the Minister’s 
views. 

At the meeting on Wednesday the 
Court also considered a report from the 
Public Health Committee of the Corpora- 
tion which expressed regret that, after 12 
months of consideration, the Minister 
should suggest that the plan be abandoned 
and that an entirely new attempt should 
be made to replan the City. The report 
recommends that a consultant or consul- 
tants be appointed to consider the matter 
and to advise. It also suggests an early 
conference with the Minister. 


Town Planning in Mansfield. 

At a time when needless spoliation of 
our countryside requires staying, and the 
hands of enlightened municipal authorities 
strengthening, it is particularly unfor- 
tunate that the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning should have made what, 
on the facts before us, appears to be a 
bad decision. A colliery company applied 
to Mansfield Town Council and Mansfeld 
Woodhouse Urban Council for town plan- 
ning approval to the creation of a new 

‘spoil bank more than half a mile long of 
an average height above ground level of 
115 ft. The Councils jointly refused per- 
mission on the grounds that ‘‘such a 
monstrous heap would spoil the skyline 
and the amenity of the adjacent country- 
side for ever.” The company appealed, 
but in spite of the Council’s technical 
officers putting forward a plan for the dis- 
tribution of the spoil in an adjacent valley, 
where eventually it could be top-soiled and 
planted (the whole process was admitted 
not to cost beyond 3d. per ton of coal 
raised), the Ministry allowed the appeal. 
In its decision the Ministry, ‘‘ while agree- 
ing that the erection of a tip of the size 
proposed on the site in question cannot 
but be detrimental to the surrounding 
amenities,’ feels that. the ‘‘ appreciable 
extra cost per ton’ of tipping elsewhere 
taken in conjunction with “‘ the fact that 
extensive tipping has already taken place 
in the neighbourhood ’’ are reasons enough 
to grant a 30-year permit to the colliery. 
Neither of these reasons, prima facie, will 
bear analysis, especially as the earlier tips 
referred to are outside one Council’s area. 
We feel strongly, with the Council’s con- 
cerned, that further consideration of the 
matter should be given with a view to 
rescinding what appears to be a decision 
less informed with wisdom than we have 
come to expect. 


War Damage to Land and Buildings. 
ALTHOUGH the last German bomb fell in 
Britain in March, notifications of war 
damage to land and buildings continue to 
reach the offices of the War , Monee Com- 
mission at the rate of many hundreds 
each week. The Commission has no desire 
to deprive a bona-fide claimant of a pay- 
ment in respect of war damage to land or 
buildings, but it is essential, in order to 
ensure that payments are not made in 
respect of damage which is not war 
damage, that the Commission should be 
notified of war damage as soon as pos- 
sible. All notifications will in future need 
to be supported by a statutory declaration. 
Tt is. ¢ ore the duty of any person 
who is contemplating making a claim on 
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prietary interest in a property, and notifi- 
cation has already been made by one of 


them, the requirements of the regulation 
will have been met. Form C.1 is obtain- 
able at Town Halls or Council Offices, or 
from the Commission’s Regional Offices. 


A.A. Course for U.S.A. Forces. 

A TEN-WEEKS’ architectural course has 
been arranged by the Architectural Asso- 
ciation at its School of Architecture, 
Bedford-square, London, for members of 
the U.S.A. Forces awaiting repatriation 
or draft to other theatres of war. There 
are approximately one hundred students 
on the course, a third of whom are quali- 
fied architects, and the remainder have 
all spent at least two years at an Ameri- 
can School of Architecture. The course 
is designed to give students an opportu- 
nity to get back to the normal architec- 
tural environment and to study develop- 
ments which have taken place in this 
country during the war. In addition to 
this, students will study the historical 
development of English architecture by 
visiting. towns and villages. It is 
intended to hold an exhibition of the 
work done on the course. This should 
take place in the early part of September. 


Payment of Fees by Instalments. 

Tue R.I.B.A. Council has approved the 
publication of the following note :— 

Payment of Fees by Stages.—Owing to 
the present restriction on general build- 
ing work it will be some time before 
building owners will be able to proceed 
with rebuilding and development of their 
property. In the meantime, however, 
they are desirous of having plans pre- 
pared so as to be ready, when restrictions 
are relaxed, to carry out their projects. 
The architects thus employed should, at 
the time of their employment, make 
proper arrangements with their clients 
on the basis of the R.I.B.A. Scale of 
Charges for payment of fees as their work 
proceeds. In normal times it was the 
usual and proper practice for such stage 
payments fo be made, and there is no 
reason in these abnormal times to vary 
that practice. In cases where there is a 
written agreement between client and 
architect, payment by stages is always 
provided for, and the draft agreement 
prepared by the R.I.B.A. for State-aided 
housing work contains such a provision. 

The attention of members is called to 
this matter so that where there is not. the 
formality of a written agreement a clear 
understanding should be arrived at with 
their clients as to the payment of fees. 
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Commissions in Royal Engineers. 

Tue R.I.B.A. has been informed by the 
War Office that there is a shortage of 
officers in the Corps of Royal Engineers in 
(1) Field and Lines of Communications 
Units; (2) Transportation ; and (3) Move- 
ment Control: Members or students not 
already serving and desirous of considera- 
tion for commissions may submit their 
names, through the R.1.B.A., to the 
Under-Secretary of State, The War Office, 
A.G.7 (L.), Hobart House, S.W.1. 


Housing Targets and Labour. 

A waRninc that shortage of labour may 
prevent the carrying out of the Govern- 
ment’s promise to have 100,000 permanent 
houses ‘‘ built or building ”’ by next May 
was given by Mr. G. W. Buchanan, 
president, N.F.B.T.E., in a speech to the 
Northern Counties Federation at Sunder- 
land on July 20. ‘‘ We must get the bulk 
of the promised men back before Christ- 
mas,’’ said Mr. Buchanan, “‘ if the houses 
are to be ‘ built,’ and not merely ‘ build- 
ing’ next May. Builders know that the 
effect of the men released in the Spring 
pont possibly be felt until well after 

a 


West Riding County Architect. 

West Riding County Council has 
appointed as County Architect Mr. Hubert 
Bennett, F.R.I.B.A., borough architect 
and building surveyor of Southampton, at 
a salary of £1,600, rising to £2,000. 


Professional Announcements. 

Messrs. Prre, Son anp FarRweaTHsr, 
FF.R.I.B.A., at present occupying tem- 
porary offices at 16, Market-square, 
Westerham, Kent, will shortly resume 
their practice in London as soon as suit- 
able accommodation can be found. Major 
Geoffrey Hubert Fairweather, R.E., 
A.R.1.B.A., will join the firm as a partner 
on his return from H.M. Forces. 

Since his retirement from the Ministry 
of Works, Mr. John H. Markham, 
F.R.LB.A., has resumed private practice 
from 82, Victoria-street, S.W.1. (Tel. : 
Victoria 7651.) 

Lieut.-Cotone, ArtHuR E. Henson, 
R.E., having been released from further 
military service, has resumed practice 
with his firm, Sir John Brown and A. E. 


Henson, 117,  Sloane-street, London, 
8.W.1, and at 83, St. Giles’-street, North- 
ampton. 


Prorgesson Sir Parrick ABERCROMBIE 
has opened an office in conjunction with 
Mr. Richard Nickson, at 33, Welbeck- 
street, London, W.1 (telephone : Welbeck 
1681-2). All correspondence in connection 
with his private practice should now be 
sent to that address. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, July 26, 1845. 


Aut England has been railway mad... 
From the office messenger at eighteen shil- 
lings a week (we speak of what we know) 
to fosobitery egislators, men of all grades 
have been dabbling in shares, and, we 
might say, women too; for one distin- 

ished peeress, until this time better 
Enea at Almack’s than in the share 
market, made 30,000 good pounds by 
guessing cleverly what lines would be 
favourably reported on by the Board of 
Trade. To put down roulette tables at 
Epsom may be very desirable, but there 
are larger gambling-booths at home, where 
Home Becttiarias intrude not. 
s*,From an Editorial drawing attention to 

“railway share fever,” then afflicting the 
country, and to the extortionate sums ex- 
tracted by landowners as the price of their 
neutrality to new railway schemes. 
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THE LONDON SOCIETY 


-SIR PATRICK ABERCROMBIE ON THE 


PLAN FOR GREATER LONDON. 


Ar the annual meeting of the London 
Society, held recently, Sir Patrick ApER- 
CROMBIE gave an address on ‘‘ The Plan 
for Greater London.’’ Viscount Esher, 
who presided, said that the Government 
had rather a nasty shock when they 
appointed two harmless-looking fellows, 
Sir William Beveridge and Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, to draw up schemes, the one 
for solving all the troubles of the labour 


market, and the other for solving all the 
troubles of the housing situation. Much to 
their surprise, both these men produced 


reports of immense magnitude which had 
naturally terrified the Government 

ments concerned. ‘‘ The Treasury,’’ added 
the Chairman, “‘ has always been con- 
sidered to be a sort of Cerberus, a watch- 
dog to prevent the expenditure of my 
savings, but it has now become a man 
and decrepit animal and should be swept 
away because it is obstructing the pro- 
gress of civilisation.” 

Sir Patrick Abercrombie then gave an 
admirable summary of the plan for Greater 
London. How, he asked, could it be done? 
First of all, the authors recommended that 
there must be a Regional Commission. The 
idea of joint committees with an advisory 
council sitting over them without any 
power whatever was not enough. He (the 
speaker) considered the Greater London 
plan to be a short-term piece of planning. 
The long-term planning would be coming 
on;. that would be the rebuilding in the 
centre of the town. Five years should be 
quite enough to carry out the whole scheme 
of the housing work which was wanted, 
according to the Report. The industrial 
location, he thought, might lag behind the 
housing. ‘That was his own impression. 
The declaration which was made in’ June 
of last year by the then President of the 
Board of Trade did give some idea that 
that industrial location might be speeded 
ap. ‘It is a dangerous thing in these 
days to talk about controls, but I do not 
think that anybody has hinted that there 
will be no controls over the provision of 
houses, and if that control or priority is 
exercised over housing it should also be 
exercised over industries. 

‘* One last point on these general possi- 
bilities. The whole object of this scheme 
is that it shall be a human operation and 
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not a mere paper plan. That is one of the 
reasons why a plan of this sort does need 
some general Commission to guide it; it 
cannot be done by individual local authori- 
ties or even by joint committees. The 
present policy of patchin up a great many 
of these extremely bad old houses is a bad 
one because it delays the building of the 


tre. 

‘* The Commission must be a new instru- 
ment. It must be empowered to buy or 
secure land. It must be able to arrange for 
the building of towns, also to arrange with 
the local authorities for the destination of 
their ‘ over-spill’ and to negotiate with 
industry. The Industries Location Act 
just passed refers almost entirely to the 
Lesaison of industry in the old decayed and 
decrepit areas. It is an Act merely carry- 
ing on the idea of the Special Areas Acts 
of the past. It ought to be made applicable 
to the decentralisation of the great towns 
like Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds and 
London. I. hope in particular that a 
stronger Section 9 will be introduced in an 
amending Act. 

‘‘ What is the likelihood of this plan 
being carried through and how does it 
appeal to different groups of people? The 
most depressing attitude in the whole thing 
has been the attitude taken up by Parlia- 
ment. The public, the Press, and the local 
authorities do realise that this thing has 
to come. How are we to stimulate Parlia- 
ment to produce the plan that we want?’ 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The County of London Plan. Explained 
by E. J. Canter and Erné Go.princeEr. 
(London : Penguin Books, Ltd.) 3s. 6d. 


This is a compact and popular summary 
of the report on the Lee. area by Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie and Mr. J. H. 
Forshaw, but the authors accept responsi- 
bility for any opinions expressed in it 
which are not derived from the official 
report. 

The book is very well illustrated by 
photographs, maps and diagrams, and 
colour has been freely used where this 
would be suitable to emphasise the points 
at issue. Most of the methods adopted 


for this are well devised, but in a few 
cases they might have been easier ‘to 
interpret had the diagrams been differently 
rendered, and in one the colour schedule 
seems to have gone astray, matters which 
might be reconsidered in a future issue. 






BY ALAN STUBBS. 
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The illustrations are not limited to those 
which appeared in the original report, and 
many of those added have a very vital 
and arresting quality; as a whole they 

resent a most vivid picture of London 
ife, its strenuous c and the very 
arduous conditions under which activities 
of so many kinds have to be conducted. 

Social and industrial groupings receive 
detailed study, and the general programme 
for reorganisation is with to an 
extent that is remarkably ensive 
in view of the condensed form which has 
been given to the publication as a whole. 
Unquestionably this book is one that 
should be in the hands of every Londoner, 
and it shenld do eee increase e 

eneral interest in the programme for the 
inte as ‘‘interprete.’’ by. the L.C.C. 
and by other public bodies who have given 
close study to the question. 


Bombed Churches as War _ Memorials. 
The Architectural Press. Price 5s. net. 
The purpose af this book is to amplify 

the suggestion that the ruins of bombed 

churches should be used as war memorials, 
thus providing one solution to the two 
ps questions—‘‘ What is to be the 
future of the bombed churches?” and 

‘* What would provide the sincerest, most 

genuine memorials to the dead of this 

war?”’ Both questions are fully con- 
sidered. 

The problem is first discussed by Hugh 
Casson, with instances, fully illustrated 
by drawings and photographs, taken 
mainly from the City churches. Briefly, 
it is suggested that the churches san H 
be redesigned as ‘‘ garden ruins”’ to have 
a threefold use as sanctuaries, open 
spaces, and war memorials. This discus- 
sion is followed by a planting plan for 
Christ Church, Newgate-street, by Miss 
Brenda Colvin, a landscape gardener, de- 
signed to give as long a season as possible 
of flower colour and foliage beauty. The 
third section of the book gives a building 
plan, by Jaques Gloag, for St. Anne’s, 
Soho. In this scheme not only the church 
but the complete block in which if stands 
are considered. In a_ well-thought-out 
arrangement the rebuilding of the adjoin- 
ing properties is made a part of the pro- 
ject and the adjacent public garden is 
redesigned. 

The clear statements and the many 
drawings give support to this interesting 
conception. A. B. W. 








Drawn by Alan Stubbs. 
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A VIEW FROM GRAND UNION CANAL. 


BRENTFORD AND CHISWICK 
A PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT 


By HOWARD V. 


For. the Brentford and Chiswick 
housing week a most. interesting ex- 
hibition has been prepared, the most 
striking feature of which is a fine 
model of the scheme proposed for the 
Brentford area between Kew Bridge 
and the Grand Union Canal. The 
northern boundary follows the Great 
West-road, and to the south lie the 
river Thames, with Kew Gardens on 
its opposite bank, and Syon Park. 
These, together with Gunnersbury 
Park and Boston Manor Park, pro- 
vide a liberal allowance of open space 
near at hand, but the area of Brent- 
ford itself is highly congested and in 
urgent need of replanning. 

Perhaps the most important propo- 


LOBB, F.R.I.B.A. 


sal in the scheme is the removal of 
the gasworks, which would not only 
enable the very narrow High-street to 
be suitably widened, but would pro- 
vide. a most attractive riverside park 
over half a mile in length and includ- 
ing Brentford Ait; the creek between 
this and the High-street would be 
enclosed by weirs at each end, making 
it non-tidal, and offering facilities for 
boating and other aquatic pastimes; 
the total area of this park would be 
about 35 acres, and it would afford 
fine views of the river and Kew 
Gardens beyond it. This, and the rest 
of the scheme, are well displayed in 
an excellent model that has been pre- 
pared, and in numerous drawings, 
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some. of them highly competent pre- 


sentations from the hand of Mr. Cyril. 


A. Farey. ; 

The present industrial and commer- 
cial utilisation of the areas along the 
canal and the Great West-road is 
retained, but the remainder is well 
laid. out for residential purposes, in- 
eluding the necessary ancillary provi- 
sions for shops, public buildings, and 
open spaces. The civic centre is 
planned around the approach to Kew 
Bridge, where the Brentford boundary 
adjoins Chiswick, and the important 
market remains, as at present, a little 
to the N.E. of this. Most of the other 
public buildings, schools, etc., are 
retained, but a few urgently demand 
reconstruction. 

The scheme in its present form is 
mainly the work of Mr. H. V. Lobb, 
F.R.I.B.A., and his plans have the 
support of the Housing and Town 
Planning Committee, whose chairman, 
Alderman J. G. Grogan, explains that 
the exhibition has been arranged to 
enable the people of the borough to 
view this idea for the redevelopment 
of Brentford, together with other 
housing schemes. It is felt that a 
good ‘basis for any comments which 
may arise has been provided by the 
exhibition, and itis hoped that many 
residents will forward their views, 
whether for or against any aspects of 
the plan, and they are assured that 
all such communications will be given 
careful consideration. 

The districts of Brentford and 
Chiswick were amalgamated in 1932, 
and the combined population is 62,618. 
It is estimated that about 90 per cent. 
of this number ought to be rehoused, 
leaving only some 10 per cent. un- 
affected. Satisfactory rehousing on 
the area available demands a con- 
siderable proportion of flats, as may 
be seen inthe scheme as presented, 
and this is doubtless one of the crucial 
points to be considered ‘by the public, 
so that the relative demands for flats 
or separate dwellings may be met as 





VIEW OF MODEL, FROM NORTH, SHOWING SUGGESTED REDEVELOPMENT AT EASTERN END. 
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THE WESTERN HIGH STREET, SHOWING THE COURT HOUSE WITH SUGGESTED SHOPS AND FLATS. 


far as practicable. Flats would allow 
of a more dignified treatment.with a 
greater provision of open spaces, but, 
as is generally recognised, they are 
less suited to families with young 
children. 

It is understood that the Metropoli- 
tan Water Board regards the group 
of reservoirs, which occupy a large 
area in the eastern part of Brentford, 
as obsolete, consequent on develop- 
ments at Hampfon and Staines; if 
these were abandoned a considerable 
increase of housing could be envisaged 
here, and the programme might be 
revised in accordance with this; con- 
sideration would, however, have to 
be given as to the cost of converting 
ground so utilised into building sites. 
The town planner would be reluctant 
to transfer the gasworks to this posi- 
tion, though this might. be a relatively 
economical solution. 

The illustrations we give herewith 


provide a good general impression of 
the scheme as a whole. It will be 
seen that the exhibition will offer to 
all residents and others interested a 
very clear idea of the possibilities for 
improvement in an area which might 
at present be regarded as a suburban 
slum. Years ago, Brentford must 
have been quite a pleasant village, but 
neglect and unsystematic growth have 
brought it to its present condition, 
and its riverside area, at least, calls 
emphatically for reconstruction. 

The fine open spaces around it have 
already been mentioned, but the ex- 
tent to which these are shut off from 
Brentford’s central area by the Thames 
on the south and the traffic-laden 
Great West-road on the north is very 
unfortunate. This might be remedied 
by a light pedestrian bridge to Kew 
Gardens at the west end of the pro- 
posed new park, and by a subway 
connecting the War Memorial Park 





SUGGESTED FLATS IN CENTRAL AREA. 


with the S.W. corner of Gunnersbury 
Park; it might also be desirable to 
provide a pedestrian subway or bridge 
where Boston Manor-road crosses the 
arterial rout. 

Chiswick and Brentford appear to 
be so integrally a part of London that 
it may not be generally realised that 
they are outside the L.C.C. area, and 
therefore not included in the planning 
for this. 

H. V. LancuHester. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


New Sanatorium, Ballyowen, Co. Dublin. 
. THe award in the open competition for 
plans for a tuberculosis sanatorium to ac- 
commodate 320 patients at Ballyowen, 
Lucan, Co. Dublin—promoted by the 
Dublin City Council and assessed by 
Messrs. Harry Allberry, Vincent Kelly, 
J. M. Easton, Ralph Byrne and Dr. J. M. 
Walsh—has now been made. The list 
is :— 

Design No. 10, 1st (£500): John C. 
Manahan, 6, Cowper-road, Rathgar, and 
L. P. Peppard, 76, Malahide-road, 
Dublin. 

Design No. 21, 2nd (£350) : Nicol, Nicol 
and Thomas,’ and Donald G. Walton, 
= House, 111, New-street, Birming- 

am. 

Design No. 11, 3rd (£250) : Donald Dex 
Harrison and Miss Penelope Whiting, 34, 
ran Park-road, Kensington, London, 

Design No. 23, 4th (£150) : The Gren- 
fell Baines Group of Architects, 12-24, 
Guildhall-street, Preston, Lancashire. 

Highly commended: Design No. 14, 
Messrs. O’Connor and Aylward, 27, Daw- 
son-street, Dublin. Commended : . Design 
No. 19, Dermot O’Toole, 69, Fitzwilliam- 
square, Dublin. 

The hospital is estimated to cost 
£350,000. 
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A SQUARE OF TERRACE HOUSING.. BY W. CURTIS. GREEN, R.A., SON & LLOYD, 


PER AN SPS FAER POWELL @ AMSSELE | : 
= LUETRr MEANS YARD WESTMINSTER 3.MGe 
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C——2 





CHURCH DESIGNS. sy A. B. KNAPP-FISHER, POWELL & RUSSELL. 
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R.A. Exhibition, 1945. : Drawn by P. D. Hepworth. 
THE NEW TEMPLE, DOCKENFIELD. By P. D. HEPWORTH, F.R.I.B.A, 





R.A. Exhibition, 1945, 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL EXTENSIONS : SOUTH TRANSEPT. 
BY WILLIAM A. FORSYTH, F.R.I.B.A. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Appointments and Salaries. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—In view of the letter in your 
issue for July 13 from ‘‘ Forward,”’ with 
whom I heartily agree, it may be of 
interest to state the policy of my Associa- 
tion with regard to advertised appoint- 
ments for which applicants are asked to 
“‘ state salary required.” 

We hold the view that the employer 
who uses such words is, in effect, conduct- 
ing an auction in which the job tends to 
go to the lowest bidder, even though this 
may not be his intention. The salary paid 
should depend on the work required, and 
if an individual on engagement is found 
not to be worth his salary he should be 
replaced by someone else. An employer 
who has to do this is unfortunate, but he 
is much more likely to have to do it if 
he has allowed his choice to be influenced 
by the salary asked. Under present con- 
ditions at least, such advertisements are 
unlikely to attract replies from the most 
competent men and women. 

Employers may care to know that part 
of the A.B.T. service to members is to 
notify them of situations for which they 
appear to be suitable, advertised in any of 
a wide range of trade papers. We never 
notify them of any that include the words 
‘state salary required,’ and only in ex- 
ceptional circumstances do we notify jobs 
for which no salary is mentioned. By fail- 
ing to make up their minds as to what 
they are prepared to pay, employers are 
therefore narrowing the possibilities of 
filling the vacancy! Quantity surveyors 
are the worst offenders. 

E. V. Penn, 
» _ General Secretary, A.B.T. 
London, S.W.1. 


The Building Exhibition. 
To THE Eprror or 7'he Builder 


Simr,—As housing (or the lack of it) is 
much to the fore these days, why not 
revive that admirable institution the 
Building Exhibition? We, the small to 
medium-sized builders, after five years of 
stagnation need new plant, have lost 
touch with building developments, and 
know little or nothing about new mate- 
rials and methods. Government publica- 
tions and articles in the technical Press 
have been helpful in this respect, but with 
the ordinary builder they cannot take the 
place of practical demonstrations. 

We don’t expect an Olympian set-out 
with rock gardens and fountains, but we 
should like to know where to get a few 
spare parts for the old concrete mixer; 
to know if, when, where, and under what 
conditions we can buy a few scaffold poles. 
Doubtless we shall be told that most of 
the exhibits can only be supplied against 
licences, that this or that machine or 
material will be available only in the dim 
and distant future, but knowing the worst 
will help us to plan ahead. 

We cannot expect the manufacturers to 
finance this exhibition. Their limited out- 
put is controlled and they have no need 
for high-pressure salesmanship. As build- 
ing is Britain’s priority No. 1, the cost 
should be borne by the Government. 

The Minist Works has already on 
tour an exhibition of power tools, an 
exhibition which, in view of the housing 
shortage, is pitiful. All we are shown are 
a few motorised tools, the majority of 
which are of no earthly use outside a fac- 

We want barrows, ladders, mortar- 
mills, etc., not prefabricationists’ gadgets. 

Give us back our Exhibition. e need 
for it is great, and in the national interest 
the cost will be well worth while. 

Joun Proms. 

Hucknall, Notts. 
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Personnel Problems in Building. 
To rae Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—Having read and fully digested 
Mr. T. P. Bennett’s address to the Insti- 
tate of Labour Management (your issue 
for July 13), it becomes very evident that 
the building trade in general, and Mr. 
Bennett in particular, are thinking ahead 
and facing the new concepts which should 
be pursued in the post-war period. 

There is, however, a preliminary requi- 
site—the very vital and difficult problem 
of getting the wheels of the building 
industry turning again. To put first 
things first, this can only be done by rein- 
stating at the earliest possible moment the 
original pre-war ‘‘ key men” and “ man- 
agers’’ who know fully the requirements 
of the directors of the business with which 
they were formerly connected. 

In thousands of instances there must be 
firms, with factories disrupted and worn 
by their five-years’ war work, who are 
at the moment ‘‘ eating their hearts out”’ 
to be useful in the new era and are trying 
to reorganise themselves so that when 
the appointed day does come they will be 
able to start producing essential things 
for the building industry in an efficient 
and economical way. Is it not obvious, 
therefore, that, provided it could be 
proved that certain men were, in fact, 
‘key men’’ and ‘‘ managers,’’ these men 
should be at once released from the Forces, 
notwithstanding their age and length of 
service? ‘To my mind, this class of man 
represents the most important requirement 
for the future, yet one sees very little 
reference in the Press generally to this 
vital necessity. Their services are a pre- 
requisite of the first order and the 
essence of the whole scheme of rebuilding. 

Tuomas J. Espon. 

56, Beddington-lane, Croydon. 


House-building and M.o.W. Obstacles. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—On June 7, Mr. Willink, Minister 
of Health, stated in the House of Com- 
mons that ‘‘to make it possible for 
private people to begin the building of 
small houses, licences would be issued for 
those of between 800 and 1,000 ft. super- 
ficial area, the selling price of which was 
not more than £1,200.’’ Admittedly, he 
did not say when. Also, during the same 
debate, Mr. Sandys, Minister of Works, 
remarked : ‘‘ We are constantly mindful 
of the countless families whose happiness 
depends upon the success of our efforts. 
We shall do all in our power not to let 
them down.”’ 

Again, Mr. Willink, at a meeting of the 
Federation of Master Builders, on July 10, 
stated ‘‘ Private builders who have sites 
and labour ready can start building now, 
the only condition being that the selling 
price must not exceed £1,200 all in.” 

On the assumption that such statements 
as these made by members of His 
Majesty’s Government could be taken as 
authentic, and made with a genuine desire 
to get something done, this firm made 
application to build small working-class 
homes, the selling price of which would 
be far below the 21'900 stipulated by Mr. 
Willink. Plans were passed and approved 
by the local authority concerned, all ser- 
vices and other essentials are laid and 
available, and all that was needed was a 
licence from the Ministry of Works for 
permission to commence building. 

This application was submitted on June 
15, a week after Mr. Willink’s statement. 
On July 14, the Ministry of Works replied 
that, “‘in view of the present position 
regarding war-damage repairs, permission 
cannot at present be given for new 
buildings.’ 

It is interesting to note here that on 
the same day as this refusal was posted 
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R.A. Exhibition, 1945. 
THE PARISH CHURCH, BROMLEY, KENT. By J. HAROLD GIBBONS, F.R.ILB.A. 








B.A. Exhibition, 1945. Drawn by S. Rowland Pierce. 
LIBRARY FOR NATIONAL BOOK LEAGUE, ALBEMARLE STREET. 
¥ BY CH. JAMES, A.R.A., & S. ROWLAND PIERCE, F.R.LB.A. 
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from the Ministry of Works, Mr. Sandys 
announced, in a speech at Hull, that 
private building firms can now go ahead 
building small houses costing up to £1,200, 
There were, we agree, four ‘‘ifs”’ 
attached ; (1) If they have sites already 
prepared and serviced; (2) if they can get 
the labour; (3) if they can get the mate- 
rial; and (4) if they can get the local 
authority to approve. 

We think, however, that Mr. Sandys 
should have added a fifth ‘‘ if’’—if they 
can obtain from his Department a licence. 
The last condition is the deciding factor 
over all the others, as, even granted the 
first four, a builder is liable to heavy 
penalties should he commence without it. 

It is regrettable that persons of such 
high standing as the Minister of Works 
and the Minister of Health should make 
such statements and promises as they have 
recently been doing on the housing ques- 
tion unless they instruct their respective 
Departments to co-operate in helping to 
carry them out. If the Government’s atti- 
tude is that war-damage repairs in their 
entirety are to be completed before new 
buildings are commenced, why cannot they 
be straightforward and state this, instead 
of allowing misleading announcements and 
empty promises to be made by Ministers 


whom the country expects to be in a> 


position to know? 
Goprrey’s (PROPERTIES AND 
Fiats), Lrp., T. Wricut, Manager. 
Beckenham, Kent. 


The M.o.W. Standard Factory. 
To tHE Eprtor or The Builder. 
Sm,—We should like to point out that 
the design for the Ministry of Works 
standard factory, which has been pub- 
lished in the technical Press, specifies that 
the floors of the factory itself, as well as 
of its offices, should be of material other 
than timber. It may be presumed that 
this was done by reason of temporary 
restrictions on the use of timber, since it 
has been proved that timber is one of the 
best flooring materials for most types of 
factories and for all offices. There may 
be an impression amongst some of your 
readers that the specifications of the 
M.o.W. standard factory are binding for 
all factories, including those which may 
be erected by private enterprise. We are 
assured, however, by the Ministry of 
Works, that this is not the case, and that 
the standard factory applies only to such 
as may be built by, or for, the Ministry 
of Works. Private firms will, therefore, 
be free to apply for licence to use timber 
for floors if they wish to do so. ji 
As and‘ when timber becomes freely 
available, it is hoped that it will be again 
incorporated in any specifications (Minis- 
try of Works or others) for factory and 
office floors. . 
J. M.: Cocxsurn, 
Chairman of the Timber Utilisation 
Committee, T.D.A. 
75, Cannon-street, E.C.4, 


Technical Magazines for Forces. 
To rae Eprror or Fhe Builder. 


Sm,—I am really very grateful for your 
kindness in sending me ‘‘ A History of 
Architecture.” My reading-room must 
be unrivalled in the B.L.A. 

I now-have every trade paper I ‘have 
asked for, and one of your subscribers, 
Mr. E. P: Johnson, of G. Holland & Sons, 
Ealing, has proved a special friend—he is 
sending me. drawing instruments and 
various carpentry tools, which I should 
certainly not obtain through Army chan- 
nels. Lam therefore. doubly indebted to 
you. W. R. Bawnven, 

Capt., R.A. 
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THE TOWN PLANNING 


INSTITUTE 


ANNUAL MEETING. 

‘Tue Future Development of Planning 
and the Work of the Institute ’’ was the 
subject of a discussion which immediately 
followed the annual meeting of the Town 
Planning Institute, held at the Waldorf 
Hotel, Wc, recently. The President, Sir 
Peirson Frank, M.Inst.C.E., F.S.L., 
presided. 

Opening the discussion, Mr. G. L. 
Pzpter (Chief Technical Adviser to the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
and Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Institute) said the Institute was not a 
propaganda body, but it did, in addition 
to giving evidence before Government 
Commissions and Committees and making 
observations on Government methods, 
prepare and present to the Government 
papers on town and country planning and 
allied subjects. 

If one read the Regional Planning 
Reports prepared by Institute members 
during the past 25 years, one saw that 
their concept of the ~se of planning was 
not confined within the bounds of the 
legislative machine which was available to 
the Joint Planning’ Committees they ad- 
vised. Reviewing the titles of the Town 
Planning Acts since the Housing, Town 
Planning, etc., Act of 1909 down to the 
Town and Country Planning Act of 1932, 
Mr. Pepler asked, ‘‘In the matter of 
nomenclature, has the legislature out- 
stripped the Institute? ” 

During the past 25 years, continued Mr. 
Pepler, the Institute had revised its exam- 
ination system. The number of recognised 
planning schools had recently increased to 
nine, and it was hoped that two more 
would soon be established—one in Cardiff 
and one in Glasgow. The war had caused 
a break in the continuity of the Summer 
Schools, but the school was revived in 
1943, and it was hoped that it would now 
be an annual fixture. 

The Institute was also arranging, 
through the recognised schools, a system 
of intensive courses for professional men 
in the Forces whose studies were inter- 
rupted by the war. 

R. Howarp Roserts suggested that 
the Institute should take more opportuni- 
ties to express to the Government its views 
on proposed planning legislation, from 
the technical point of view. An example 
of how this could be done was the con- 
tribution of the Institute recently to the 
consideration being given to the views laid 
before Parliament * a Departmental Com- 
mittee of the Ministry of War Transport 
on roads and road planning. The Institute 
put an extremely valuable memorandum 
before that Committee. 

Mr. W. H. Gaunt (Hertfordshire 
County Council) quoted from his recent 
experience to show that individual towns 
which came within a county planning 
scheme did not like the idea of satellite 
towns being established close to them, but 
preferred to increase the area and popula- 
tion of their own districts. 

Mr. Dovstzpay called for closer co- 
operation between the Institute and the 
other professional organisations concerned 
with planning. He thought that this 
would help very greatly in developing 
Panning in this country. 

Mr. D. Winston maid be did not believe 
the public was convinced of the value of 


‘planning by ‘‘ this plethora of reports and 


exhibitions’? which had taken place in 
recent years. He thought there was a 
danger of their being disappointed when 
they looked for results. There should be 
a switch away from public propaganda, 
exhibitions, and so towards those in 
authority, and suggested setting up a com- 
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mittee to keep in touch with the powers 
that be, and “ fire’’ suitable reports at 
them at the appropriate moments, 

There were a great many people in this 
country who were not the least bit  in- 
terested in planning, said Mr. D. Heap, 
who spoke of a man who quite frankly 
said he wanted to cover the front of a 
certain building with advertising signs 
just as the buildings in Piccadilly Circus 
were covered. But education in planning 
might very well start with the members 
of local authorities. Then the count; 
planning officer might not have so muc 
difficulty in trying to get the members of 
his county council to take an interest in 
the subject. Mr. Heap also suggested 
planning should be taught in the schools. 
“*T think it is time the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning took the Minister of 
Education by the throat and told him 
something must be done about it—or 
else!’’ said the speaker. 

Sm Person Frank said the future of 
town and country _— depended very 
largely on making possible the best con- 
ception of satellite towns. It was obvious 
to planners, but they must convince some- 
bods in authority in order that an Act of 
Parliament could be passed giving effect to 
the principle. 

At the annual meeting approval was 
given to an increase in the amount of the 
annual subscription in order to expand 
and develop the work of the Institute, to 
provide larger headquarters with more 
amenities and extend the library. 

Two hundred new members and students 
were elected during the past year. 


R.1.B.A. 


NOTES FROM COUNCIL MINUTES. 

FoLtLtowinG are notes from the minutes 
of the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held on 
June 19. 

School Design and Construction.—The 
report of the ad hoc Committee which was 
appointedin February, 1945, was approved 
by the Council and will be published and 
sent to the Government Departments con- 
cerned and other interested bodies. 

[This was printed in The Builder last 
week.—Ep. ] 

Prizes and Studentships.—The Council 
approved the recommendation of the 
Board of Architectural Education that 
the competitions for the R.I.B.A. Prizes 
and Studentships be reinstituted for the 
year 1946. The competitions will be held 
on the usual lines during 1946, and the 
announcement of the Council’s Deed of 
Award, followed by the Criticism of the 
Prizes, will take place in January, 1947. 

The Prentice Bequest.—On the recom- 
mendation of the Board of Architectural 
Education the Council have approved the 
conditions of the proposed Scholarship for 
the study of Spanish Architecture pro- 
vided under the Prentice Bequest. The 
general object of the scholarship is to 
promote research and study with a view 
to a wider knowledge and understanding 
in Great Britain of the contribution of 
Spain to the art of architecture. 

Adequate Standards in British Standard 
Specifications. Oh the recommendation 
of the Architectural Science Board the 
B.S.I. are being asked to issue an instruc- 
tion to all B.S.I. Committees urging that 
an adequate standard must be maintained 
in all British Standard Specifications and 
that this standard is to be estimated with- 
out regard to the exceptional conditions 
that may prevail in the immediate post- 
war period. If circumstances in the im- 
mediate post-war period forbid the fulfil- 
ment of various British Standard Specifi- 
cations in all respects the necessary ad- 
justments can be made by a revision or 
exclusion of the offending clauses when: 
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veferring to the British Standard Specifi- 
cations. 

Planning Procedure.—On the recom- 
mendation of the Town and Country 
Planning Committee the Council decided 
to write to the Permanent Secretary to 
the Ministry of Town and Country Plan. 
ning asking for information as to the 
administrative procedure being adopted by 
the Ministry. 

Housing Work and the Employment of 
Architects:—On the recommendation of 
the Town and Country Planning Com- 
mittee the Council decided to write to the 
Minister of Health suggesting that in the 
interests of good design and appearance 
as well as sound planning and construc- 
tion the granting of loans or subsidies to 
local authorities for housing should be 
conditional upon their employing or 
engaging architects for their permanent 
housing work. 

Height of Rooms.—Following a report 
from the Housing Committee the Council 
decided to ask the Minister of Health if 
he would give favourable consideration to 
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the relaxation by local authorities of their 
by-laws to allow the height of rooms to 
be 7 ft. 6in. where deemed appropriate. 

Rules of the Northamptonshire, Bed- 
fordshire and Huntingdonshire Association 
of Architects.—The Council approved 
alterations to the rules of the Northamp- 
tonshire, Bedfordshire and Huntingdon- 
shire Association of Architects. 


MEMBERS RELEASED FROM THE 
SERVICES, ETC. 

Tue following members have notified the 
R.I.B.A. that they have been released 
from the Services and are resuming prac- 
tice and would like to receive trade cata- 
logues, other data, etc. :— 

Colonel R. B. Armistead, M.C. (F.), 10, 
Booth-street, Bradford. 

Mr. Edgar Bunce (A.), 25, Sea-road, 
Bexhill-on-Sea. 

Mr. R. A. Cooksey (F.), in partnership 
with Mr. A. Hugh Hasnip (L.), under the 
title of Arthur W. Cooksey and Partners, 
at 11, Garrick-street, London, W.C.2 


“S.J @aray 
PAST PRESET 


Some members and guests (as seen by Sallon) at the L.M.B.A. Council’s dinner to the 
National President (Mr.G. W, Buchanan) at the Dorchester, on July 17. 
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(Tem. 6106), and ‘‘Stanchions,” The 
ae onbridge, Kent (Tonbridge 


Major Peter Dunham (A.), Architect to 
the Witney Rural District Council for 
Post-war Housing, 14, The Hill, Witney, 
Oxon. 

Major A. G. Drury (A.), Architect’s De- 
partment, Borough of Taunton, 2, Bald- 
win-road, Taunton. 

Major John Maclennan, R.E. (A.), 3, 
Bon Accord-crescent, Aberdeen. 

Major D. R. Nicholls, R.E. (L.), F.S.1., 
F.Inst.Arb., 21a, High-street, Chard, 
Somerset. 

Mr. W. J. Carpenter Turner (A.), 


‘Minster Chambers, Great Minster-street, 


Winchester. 


FORMS OF CONTRACT 


FOR WAR DAMAGE 
By W. T. CRESWELL, K.C. 


Forms of contract for war damage 
repairs are now being issued by the 
Ministry of Health on behalf of the War 
Damage Commission and can be. obtained 
at Municipal Offices in the Metropolis. 

These forms embody some of the terms 
with which the builder has become 
familiar in war-time contracts. But it 
appears that, owing to strongly expressed 
opinions by some engaged in the building 
industry, the forms show an attempt to 
restore the familiar pre-war methods. 

The majority of pre-war contracts were 
either of the lump-sum entire or measure- 
ment character. In the former, tenders 
were based on. drawings, | specifications 
and bills of quantities, or drawings and 
specifications only; and in the latter, on 
schedules of prices of one of two kinds, 
one where the builder filled in his own 
unit prices for the items in the schedule; 
the other where the building employer (or 
his agent) issued a schedule with prices 
already filled in, and the contractor ten- 
dered on these by a percentage on or off 
the schedule prices. 

It is’ said, however, that these pre-war 
methods are made inapplicable by certain 
existing circumstances and invitations for 
tenders for lump-sum or ‘measurement 
contracts will not elicit much response 
from contractors in competition. For 
example, there is a shortage of profes- 
sional personnel. to prepare drawings, 
specifications and bills of quantities; also 
contractors have as yet very few. experi- 
enced estimating clerks to -price out the 
work as required for these kinds of ten- 
der; and, again, others still hold to the 
argument advanced during the war for 
using the cost-plus, target and similar 
forms of contract, namely, that the time 
and energy absorbed in preparing the 
contract documents are not warranted by 
their effect, and that speed, which is so 
urgent in completing these war-damage 
repairs, is seriously retarded, although on 
the main issue involved, throughout the 
war, whatever form of contract has been 
introduced for reasons of emergéncy, the 
promise that the industry should revert. to 
pre-war methods as early as possible has 
been made continually. it is urged on all 
contractors that they should do all in their 

wer to restore these more’ satisfactory 
conditions. 

The forms of contract now issued for 
war damage repairs are applicable only in 
the London region and ‘it is expected 
that by their use a fixed price contract 
will be setup in all cases of seriously 
damaged and unoccupied buildings, both 
small and extensive. When a lump sum 
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is not practicable, the contract will.be for 
a fixed fee on a cost-plus percentage profit 
basis. 

The only claims to novelty in this 
scheme seem to be, first, the Itemised 
Schedule of War Damage Repairs; and, 
secondly, the Conditions and Schedules 
of Prices for (i) Plastering, (ii) Plumb- 
ing, (iii) Glazing, and (iv) Distempering 
and Painting. 

Explanatory notes are given. in respect 
to both of them. Amongst other things, 
the Itemised Schedule provides for rein- 
statement of all houses in their original 
form, and, as far as possible, in the same 
materials, but no plans, drawings, bills of 
quantities or specifications are to be pro- 
vided. In short, the instructions for the 
work (which is to be carried out under 
the Essential Work Order) will be based 
entirely on this Itemised Schedule, and a 
brief specification outlined in Ministry of 
Health Serial Note 25 and Circular 54. 
At the time of tendering, too, each Local 
Authority concerned will give particulars 
of materials available and whether they 
can deliver them on the site. The rates 
given in the Itemised Schedule do not 
include materials; they are for labour 
only. Any materials or manufactured 
items which have to be provided by the 
contractor will be paid for at their net 
cost. The builder is to be allowed 20 per 
cent. on the cost of salvaged materials 
supplied to him by the local authority as 
an inducement to use them. Under the 
Schedules of Prices’ for Plastering, 
Plumbing, Glazing, Distempering, and 
Painting, the work when completed is to 
be measured up by a quantity surveyor 
and paid for on his findings. The builder 
is to be paid 5 per cent. on all work sub- 
traded or sub-contracted. 

The War Damage Commission is pre- 
pared to meet the fees of approved firms 
ef quantity surveyors employed for the 
purpose of negotiating the contracts and 
dealing with the financial side of the 
supervision, The names of those available 
to carry out this professional work are to 
be obtained from the Regional Arbitrator 
of the Ministry of Health at the district 
office. It is contemplated that where a 
quantity surveyor is already engaged by 
a local authority he will be allowed also 
to undertake this work; and that, simi- 
larly, if a co-ordinating consultant is em- 
ployed by the local authority, this extra 
work may also be left to him. 

The actual form of contract suggested 
for use is the well-known building con- 
tract containing Articles of Agreement 
and Schedule of Conditions published by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects 
and the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers ‘‘ where quantities do 
not form part of the contract.’”’ This 
form is that prepared for contracts with 
local authorities. It is, however, to be 
adapted on lines approved by the War 
Damage Commission and the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
with the permission of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects. Suggested adapta- 
tion of the Articles of Agreement, together 
with adaptations and additions of condi- 
tions, are supplied; and on a careful con- 
sideration of them we feel that the sug- 
gestions are fair and reasonable to both 
parties to the contract. 

It would appear that ‘the object to 
obtain at the outset tenders in competi- 
tion without causing délay and with a 
view to determining a fixed price before 
the repairs are begun will be capable of 
achievement. It is, as: we have said, 
something of an experiment. We wish it 
speed and success, whilst awaiting the 
issue with keenest interest. 
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DEMOLITION OF SHELTERS 


SIR ALEXANDER ROUSE’S ADDRESS TO 
CIVIL AND MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS. 

A somnt meeting of Civil Engineers and 
of Municipal and County Engineers was 
held on July 17 at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Great George Street, S.W.1, 
and there was a large attendance. Mr. F. E. 
Wentworth-Shields, O.B.E. _ (President 
of the Civil Engineers) was in the chair. 
Mr. Minors. (President of the Municipal 
and County Engineers) had hoped to be 
present but did not find it possible to get 
down from Darlington. The meeting was 
addressed by Sirk ArexanperR M. Rovsz, 
chief engineer, Ministry of Home Security, 
and his subject was ‘‘ The Demolition of 
Shelters and other similar works and the 
Economical Disposal of their Débris.’’ 

The lecturer began by citing some figures 
to illustrate the magnitude of the task 
before us. He said that throughout the 
United Kingdom air raid shelters of one 
sort or another—including surface shelters, 
trench shelters and all forms of domestic 
ones—had been provided for 28,000,000 
persons at a cost of £83,000,000. In addi- 
tion to this, shelters had been provided by 
schools, hospitals, owners of factories and 
in control rooms, wardens’ posts, etc. The 
expenditure on school shelters had been 
£15,000,000, more than £7,000,000 had 
been spent on civil defence buildings, and 
grants had been made to occupiers of com- 
mercial buildings on an expenditure of 
£31,000,000. For national fire service much 
work had been done and an expenditure in- 
curred of £8,000,000 in providing water 
tanks. In all, the expenditure had 
amounted to about £150,000,000. 

Surface shelters were interfering with 
traffic and thereby adding to the danger 
of the roads.” In many narrow streets they 
were obstructing light and ventilation to 
houses. Morrison shelters were now a 
nuisance. Anderson and other domestie 
shelters were taking up space in gardens, 
and strutted basements wasted space in 
buildings. There was an insistent and 
growing demand for ‘the ‘removal of 
shelters, ay wea nt ‘matters—the 
most urgent “being housing—were makin 
their call on the Timited ‘aisount of anal 
power available. The priority assigned to 
the removal of ‘civil defence works in 
general was of the lowest order, the man- 
power that could be assigned to it was 
small ; and man-power would not be «ivail- 
able for the removal of shelters unless’ the 
priority of the work could be stepped up. 
This could only be done by using the pro- 
ducts of demolition on work of high 
priority, and so organising that these pro- 
a could be taken quidity to a priority 
job. 


Demolition a Local Responsibility. 

There was a mistaken impression on the 
part of some local authorities that in the 
provision of shelters. they -had acted as 
agents for the Ministry, but. in the Act 
of 1937 the provision of shelters was made 
a function of the local authority and, as 
matters now stood,’ the cost of demolition, 
like the provision of shelters in the early 
stages, would only be dealt with on a grant 
basis. Costs must be kept down in the 
work of demolition, and a further saving 
made by the utilisation of demolition pro- 
ducts. His Department had been experi- 
menting and conducting trial demolitions, 
and also collecting information regarding 
the costs incurred’ by local authorities in 
the removal of shelters, Such experiments 
were being conducted in the case of Ander- 
son shelters. Here, owing to the cost of 
moving mechanical plant into small back- 
yards, no economy had been found in its 


use, and resort had been made to digging 
out, but a large economy could be effected 
by organising the removal by g ngs who 
rapidly got trained to the work. There 
were approximately 24 million Anderson 
shelters and 14 million Morrison shelters. 
The total weight was 14 million tons, and 
the question of the use of parts of these 
shelters was being explored. Basement 
shelters, because of their wide variety of 
treatment’ and type, did not lend them- 
selves to any process of dismantling except 
by hand labour. The heavy pre-war 
timber used in them was now seasoned, 


was of a quality at present not 
otherwise available; and it had many 
uses in housing. schemes. It was 


doubtful whether the lining of trench 
shelters was worth recovering ; all that was 
required was to break the hon up and 
leave it at the bottom of the trench before 
refilling ; but some trench linings had been 
found useful for lining hutments and others 
for making pavement. 

It was best to leave domestic shelters 
where they were if the occupier could find 
a use for them. One authority had sold 
two thousand Anderson shelters out of a 
quota of seventeen thousand. A similar 
remark, though in a lesser degree, applied 
to public basement shelters. 

The removal of surface shelters was the 
main subject of the lecture. The method 
used, said Sir Alexander, was in some 
cases the breaking up of the shelter with 
pneumatic drills. But this method was 
slow and expensive in man-power. In other 
cases shelters built with poor lime-mortar, 
and not subsequently strengthened, had 
been demolished with hammers and wedges. 
The cost to the local authority, varied 

eatly. In’ene case £10 a shelter, equiva- 
ent to 4s. a head for the number it accom- 
modated, had been paid for the privilege 
of dismantling. This was a case of build- 
ing in poor “lime-mightar where the con- 
tractor wanted the bricks and rubble for 
use on a large scale. At the other extreme 
was a case. where a cost was incurred of 
£381 in the removal of two strengthened 
public shelters, each to protect 50 persons. 
This was a case in a large town where the 
demolition products were taken to a dis- 
tant tip. In another case the cost was at 
the rate of 10s. a head. Here a contractor 
preparing a site’ for housing had the con- 
tract for making the roads and used the 
hard core for this purpose. Finding a use 
for the product ‘of demolition was of great 
importance, and in almost every case of 
low tender there was a hidden element of 
recovery value, 


Methods of Demolition. 

Cheaper and more expeditious methods 
of demolition: had been sought and a 
variety had been found. Explosives had 
been tried. Here the disadvantage was 
that the shelter ‘roof and walls remained 
in large pieces and had to be broken to 
suitable sizes by other means. Jacks and 
wedges had been used to push walls over 
after the roof had been demolished by 
pneumatic drills. But here also auxiliary 
plant or labour was ‘required to break up 
the walls after throwing them down. A 
third method, the use of the bulldozer, was 
too destructive; it devastated roads and 
site. The possibility of new methods had 
not. been exhausted, but the one most 
promising up to now was the use of heavy 
mobile plant such as dragline excavator 
navvies and skimmer scoop, attached to 
which a falling ball or weight was em- 
ployed to bump and destroy the roof, walls 
and floors, and break down the bond 
between bricks and concrete, and between 
concrete and reinforcement. It was due to 
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Mr. Croad, the Regional Works Adviser 
of the London Region, that these experi- 
ments were undertaken. The work was 
done with mechanical equipment built b 
the Royal Engineers, and substantial bri 
and concrete structures, whether rein- 
forced or not, were speedily reduced to 
rubble of any size. 

By means of the cinematograph, the 
lecturer showed this work in operation. 
There were a variety of ways in which the 
principle could be applied. In one a ball 
weighing three tons was raised and dropped 
18 in. on to the roof of the shelter. By 
the second method the weight was not 
dropped on to the shelter but swung 
against the walls. By a third method a 
weight of 25 to 30 cwt., at the end of a 
boom, was made to give a number of sharp 
blows, as many as 50 a minute. This 
method was on the whole the most satis- 
factory. By it the concrete was detached 
from the reinforcement, and broken into 
sizes too small to require much further 
breaking. The reinforcement was cut 
afterwards by means of an oxy-acetylene 
flame. 

The cinematograph showed the machine 
in action in confined and narrow streets. 

Shelters, said Sir Alexander, varied in 
size, mode of construction and shape. In 
those of one design there was 0.76 cubic 
yards of material per head of persons to be 
sheltered, in another 1.25. In public 
shelters the figure varied from one to two 
cubic yards per head, the average being 
about 14 cubic yards. After making a 
careful study from the figures of various 
experiments he took a round figure of 
7s. 6d. per cubic yard as what should be 
the cost of loading and demolition apart 
from transport. On this basis there should 
be a saving, compared with what was now 
being paid of not less than 12s. 6d. per 
cubic yard. In the one item of nationally- 
built communal and public service shelters 
there were at least 10,000,000 cubic yards, 
so that there was a potential saving on this 
item alone of £6,000,000. The method of 
demolition was equally applicable to 
hospital, factory and other shelters, and to 
emergency water tanks, so that the total 
saving might be very large, especially if 
the demolition of all types of protection 
was simultaneously organised, and the 
plant used in the most efficient manner to 
clean up the area. 

The economical disposal of the products 
made an even greater saving possible. 
Apart from civil defence structures, there 
was still about 4,000,000 cubic yards of 
débris from war-damaged houses to be 
cleared. A very large amount had been 
disposed of, the chief means of disposal 
being the construction of aerodromes and 
military camps, and how much of this 
would return to the market could not be 
told. There were defence works, gun 
posts, etc., which would have to be re- 
moved. Were we to spend large sums of 
money in carrying all this to tip, and at 
the same time utilise man-power and trans- 
port to quarry materials for present needs? 
The quarries were on our streets, sea fronts 
and fields. Expenditure on working these 
quarries must eventually be incurred by 
the nation whether by Exchequer or local 
authority, and in every case we should have 
to pay. Did it make sense to dig holes in 
the green belt around London so as to get 
gravel and sand and send that into London 
for building, while at the same time we 
were carrying out materials that could be 
used for similar purposes, and with this 
material filling the holes made by digging 
out sand and gravel? ‘ 


Uses of Debris. 
Apart from whole bricks which might be 
sorted out from it, the débris might be 
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used for hard core and tar macadam roads. 
A second use would be as filling for making 
up the formation of local and trunk roads, 
and a third was making farm roads. One 
local authority had disposed of a consider- 
able quantity of house material to farmers, 
who took the material at the site, loaded 
it and carried it off themselves. The mate- 
rial could also be used for land reclama- 
tion. An example of this was in Liverpool, 
where a bit of foreshore was about to be 
reclaimed for the Mersey Dock and Har- 
bour Board. A fifth use was the filling of 
gravel pits where the land was required, 
and a sixth the development of Govern- 
ment and municipal land. A seventh use 
was the making of platforms for temporary 
houses from the débris, grouted in cement 
and sand. He had come across a tem- 
orary house site where the roads and 
oundation platforms were being made from 
concrete for which the aggregate was being 
brought from 15 miles away, while shelter 
walls were being demolished on the site 
and the débris carried to a distant tip. 

The débris could be crushed for sand 
and aggregate. When Whitehall was relaid 
some years ago the concrete was dug up, 
crushed on the spot and used for founda- 
tions. On the table outside the hall would 
be found samples of sand from crushed 
house débris. In this case there was the 
possibility of sulphates being present from 
the plaster, but this danger did not arise 
with débris from shelters, because no 

lastering was done. Some of the sand had 
Con used for sand lime bricks. 

Mr. C. E. Boast (Borough Engineer for 
Croydon) said the Council of the Institu- 
tion of Municipal and County Engineers 
were grateful for the joint meeting. It was 
for the Institution’s members, individually 
and together, to see that the demolition of 
the shelters was coincident with the use 
of the débris in making roads, etc. 

Sir Alexander thanked the meeting and 
said there was no objection to the re- 
moval of any shelters on the part of his 
Department, provided labour was avail- 
able; it would help the local authorities 
to organise the business so that we copld 
clear the shelters away. 
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BUILDING SOCIETIES’ 


RECONSTRUCTION REPORT 
ASSISTANCE FOR EX-SERVICEMEN 
Tue Building Societies Association an- 

nounces its approval of the Report of its 
Reconstruction Committee, which it ap- 
pointed in 1942 to cousider—in wide terms 
of reference—buildiag society practice and 
procedure and to examine the lines on 
which building societies could participate 
in post-war housing developments and 
assist in securing improved housing stan- 
dards for the people. 

_ Viscount Sankey, President of the Asso- 
ciation, was appointed Chairman of the 
Committee, whose members included men 
distinguished in other spheres of business 
and public life in addition to leaders of 
the building society movement. 

_ The Report points out that the average 

investment account is about £250 and the 

average loan is approximately £400. 

Generally speaking, members of building 

societies are small savers and borrowers. 

Building societies’ advances during 1919- 

39 amounted to no less than £1,576,000,000. 
The Committee proceed to recom- 

mend that in the future societies should 

take a more positive interest in standards 
of quality and should take all practicable 
steps to promote an improvement in the 
qualitative factors relating to housing 
both in regard to construction and désign. 

The Reconstruction Committee refers to 
the joint conference on post-war housing 
between the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, the National House-Builders’ 
Registration Council, and the Buildin 
Societies Association, whose report agree 
to the four conditions drawn up by the 
Qualitative Standards Sub-Committee of 
the Reconstruction Committee, which 
have come to be known as the “ Charter,” 
as follows :— 

(a) That the site planning be subject to 
the approval of the Ministry of Town and 
ae Planning. 

(6) That the design and planning of the 
houses be approved by the local authority, 
such approval to be the responsibility of 
the authority’s own qualified technical 
staff where employed, and in other cases 
to be dealt with by a statutory panel as 
envisaged in the Scott Committee Report. 

(c) That the local by-laws, enforced by 
adequate supervision, be complied with. 

(d) That the quality of the workman- 
ship and of the materials be certified by 
the National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council, as expressly constituted for its 
wider functions and provided it is given 
statutory authority. 

A suggestion has sometimes been made 
that the purchase of a house tends to re- 
trict the mobility of the home-owner, 
since he may be prevented by his home 
ties from moving freely about the country 
in pursuit of suitable employment. While 
it is felt that this argument may Lave 
been overstressed, nevertheless if hardship 
cases arise the Committee recommends 
that special consideration be extended to 
home-owners so affected. 

One difficulty which will face the many 
ex-Servicemen and women who desire to 

uire a house of their own is the pro- 
vision of the necessary funds. The nor- 

mal building society advance is 75 to 80 
per cent. of the valuation. The problem 
would be eased, it is claimed, if post-war 
credits as well as Service gratuities could 
be made available immediately for house 
purchase. This would rarely by itself 
solve the problem, and it is felt therefore 
to be a matter for consideration whether 
in these cases the machinery for a special 
Government guarantee should be applied 
to loans for houses for owner-occupation. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REFORM © 
AN ENGINEER’S COMMENTS. 


In a paper on this subject contributed 
by Mr. Percy Parr, M.Inst.M. & Cy.E. 
(City Engineer, Newcastle-upon-Tyne) to 
the Institution of Municipal and County 
Engineers’ 72nd annual meeting in London 
on June 29, Mr. Parr said that local 
government reform was now engaging the 
attention of a considerable number of 
people, including representatives of politi- 
cal, civic, technical and public bodies, and 
the following notes were submitted as the 
comments of a municipal engineer on this 
important subject. 

The Minister of Health (the Rt. Hon. 
H. U. Willink, M.C., K.C., M.P.), in the 
House of Commons, on February 15, 
moved the following resolution :— 

“That this House welcomes the inten- 
tion of the Government to preserve the 
existing framework of the County and 
County Borough system of Local Govern- 
ment, and the proposals for the establish- 
ment of a Local Government Boundary 
Commission outlined in the White Paper 
presented to Parliament,’”’ and, according 
to Hansard, continued as follows: ‘‘ The 
Government has no sinister intentions 
.,: + there are apparently serious fears 
that the system of Regional Commissioners 
. - « is to be continued. I think that 
bogey is now finally laid.” 

he Minister no doubt chose his words 
carefully, continued Mr. Parr. It may 
have been unintentional, but the use of 
the words ‘‘ existing framework ”’ left the 
Government with the possibility of re- 
arranging the “‘filling-in’‘ of the frame- 
work so that local government became a 
quite different structure from that now 
existing. Present trend of events, how- 
ever, did not encourage one to assume 
that whilst the Government had no 
‘sinister intentions on the framework of 
the County and County Borough system,” 
they had, with equal certainty, no sinister 
intentions as to the details or dressing of 
that framework. 

‘‘For the purpose of. illustration,” 
added the speaker, ‘‘ let consideration be 
given to a few examples which, it is sug- 
gested, show the. trend of affairs. 

‘Example I.—The Ministry of Works 
have made themselves responsible for the 
letting of contracts for the complete erec- 
tion of the temporary houses, and have 
chosen the contractors—in some cases to 
the detriment of local firms. 

‘* Example II.—The Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning have now estab- 
lished Regional Planning Officers in the 
various regions, and it is these officers 
who are responsible for the issue of 
‘ Clearance Certificates’ on town-planning 
grounds, for proposals for factories, hous- 
ing and land layouts. 

“Hzample II1.—The Ministry of Health 
have established in each region regional 
officers who deal with housing and other 
matters of health, and it is from these 
officers that ‘approval of schemes’ is now 
forthcoming. 

“‘ Example IV.—The recent Education 
Act has involved the local authorities in 
an additional levy on local rates, in many 
cases as much as sixpence in the pound. 
The local authorities have been compelled 
to accept this increased charge, and have 
had little opportunity of expressing their 
views on the provisions of the Act. 

‘* No doubt many other similar examples 
could be quoted, and one wonders whether 
the Minister’s comments on the discontin- 
uance of the office of Regional Commis- 
sioner (whose work was so essential and 
excellent in war time) can be accepted in 
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their entirety, for it would appear to be 
the intention to replace Regional Commis- 
sioners with innumerable senior Regional 
Officers, all complete with staffs. 

‘*Local government is a fundamental 
factor in democracy, and changes should 
not take place which might in any way 
interfere with the rights of local men and 
women to participate in that government. 
By local government surely is meant.‘ the 
government of local people by local people 
for local people,’ and not the mere carry- 
ing out of instructions sent out from 
Whitehall via regional offices to local 
government departments. The Govern- 
ment may be prepared to revert to the 
pre-war form of local government, or it 
may have in mind changes in the in-filling 
of the present framework. In. the latter 
case any change which may be cpntem- 
plated should be the subject of the fullest 
consultation with the local authorities’ 
associations before being adopted.” 

There was very little doubt that there 
must be in the future a direct contact 
between local and national Governments. 
The future welfare of municipal govern- 
ment could not be assured through regional 
offices, but might be assisted by the adop- 
tion of the following suggestions— 

(1) Either electing Members to Parlia- 
ment to represent directly local govern- 
ment, or making the local M.P.s also 
members of the Tocal council. 

(2) The establishment of national advi- 
sory councils on all principal functions of 
local government, with representatives 
from each’ section, ¢.e., national, local 
elected representatives, and officers. 

(3) The Government, before passing any 
measure affecting local government, shall 
obtain the views of the local authorities 
in the country, which views should be 
submitted with the Bill. 

(4) The complete removal of all sem- 
blance of regional government in every 
department of the Government. The 
immediate closing down of those sections 
of all ministerial departments who, acting 
aS engineers, architects and contractors, 
now accept duties and _ responsibilities 
which appear properly to rest upon the 
local authority, and the immediate avail- 
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ability to local authorities of the staff so 
employed. 

(5) National Civil Service staffs and 
local government staffs should be recruited 
under similar conditions so that, particu- 
larly in those sections of local and national 
Government which are closely allied, easy 
interchange of personnel could be made 
and such interehange encouraged. 


HOUSING POWERS FOR 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


QUICKER PROCEDURE ON LICENSING 
AND REQUISITIONING. 

Tue Minister of Health, Mr. Willink, 
last week informed all local authorities in 
England and Wales that in order to speed 
up the supply of housing accommodation 
the Government have decided to give local 
authorities power to take immediate 
action, without reference to any central 
department, on tw2 important points : (1) 
Licensing of housing work by private 
owners and tenants which will increase 
the accommodation available in the area; 
(2) requisitioning of empty houses for im- 
mediate use. 

With these ad:itional powers local 
authorities will be helped to secure the 
local co-ordination cf housing work and 
the execution of the biggest possible pro- 
gramme that can be carried out with the 
labour and other resources available in 
their areas. This urgent and. essential 
work includes the building of new houses 
by the local council and by private enter- 
prise, and the execution of works of repair, 
maintenance and improvement which are 
essential or produce additional units of 
family accommodation; and in districts 
which have suffered war damage the re- 
pair of damaged and uninhabitable houses 
and the rebuilding of ‘‘ cost-of-works ” 
houses. 

Local authorities are asked to take 
action without waiting for Ministry of 
Health approval of their programme. 

The changes made in the method of 
licensing private housing work have the 
effect of giving the local authority power 
to issue licences for all work which will 
add to the supply of housing accommoda- 
tion for which licences are required. 
from August 1 all local authorities will be 
authorised by the Minister of Works to 
issue licences on his behalf even though 
the cost of the works exceeds £100. 

Procedure on requisitioning of empty 
houses for families :nadequately housed 1s 
also being simplified and speeded up. 


REGISTERED HOUSE 


BUILDERS 

FUSION OF ORGANISATIONS. 
Proposats for the fusion of all organisa- 
tions of house-builders in one body to be 
called the Federation of Registered House- 
Builders were further considered at a meet- 
ing in Londonon July 19. When the merger 
is finally completed, jnspection and certifi- 
cation—to ensure that there shall be no 
more jerry building—will be the basis of 

all good private house-building. ; 
Membership of the Federation will be 
restricted to those builders who are pre- 
pared to submit every house which they 
build to the independent inspection of the 
National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council formed in 1936 to arrange for the 
inspection of houses throughout construc- 
tion and the issue of certificates of com- 
pliance with an approved specification. 
Among the bodies represented at the meet- 
ing were the House Builders’ Association 
of Great Britain and the National Federa- 
tion of Registered House-Builders, the 
latter body being the outcome of a merger 

in 1943 of two national organisations. 
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A BUILDING DEVELOPMENT 
BOARD FOR HOUSING 


MR. F. E. TOWNDROW’S 
SUGGESTIONS. 


‘““More and Better Homes’’ was the 
title Mr. F, E. Towndrow gave to a lecture 
he delivered at the Housing Centre, 13, 
Suffolk Street, 8.W.1, on Tuesday, July 
10. Mr. Reginald Browne, who presided, 
introduced the lecturer as having been 
Senior Architect in the Directorate of Post. 
War Building, and, more recently, Con 
troller of Experimental Building Develop- 
ment in the Ministry of Works. 

Mr. Towndrow said that housing was 
fundamentally a problem of production. 
It was likely that eight million houses 
would be demanded over the next twenty 
years, but this did not mean another eight 
inillion in addition to the twelve million 
already existing; it would be mostly a 
case of replacement. There was a prob- 
lem of producing an average of four 
hundred thousand houses per annum. In 
the inter-war years our production had 
averaged two hundred thousand per annum, 
but in the peak year 350,000 had been 
produced. In order that 8,000,000 houses 
should be produced in twenty years the 
average of two hundred disdeaadl must be 
doubled, and we must expect a peak year 
of : Was it possible to do this” 
fo argue, as some did, that the way to 
produce more houses was to put more 
money into their production was as 
foolish as to = age you could get an egg 
for your breakfast by going to the front 
door and bene a pound note in the air. 
The fundamenta ae was that of man- 
power to be employed in building and in 
the production of materials. Could the 
country put more man-power to this pur- 
pose than before the war? Then there had 
been a personnel of about one million. The 
Government proposed to build this figure 
up to 14 million; but this increase in man- 
power would not suffice to give the 
doubled production that was needed un- 
less there was a change in our methods of 
production. There should be a much 
greater use of prefabrication methods than 
had as yet been the case, and there should 
be, say, ten different types of houses and 
ten different external treatments. Then 
by combinations ‘of various internal designs 
and external treatments it would be pos- 
sible to give a much greater variety of 
houses than existed before the war, when 
builders were free to build to their own 
designs but all built very much the same 
thing, so that you found the same kind of 
house all the way from Plymouth to 
Aberdeen, 

A greater part of the lecture consisted 
of an explanation of a scheme of Govern- 
ment direction and control of housing, the 
core of which was the setting up of a num- 
ber of housing development trusts under 
a Building Development Board responsible 
to Parliament through a Minister of Hous- 
ing and Planning. This Board would be a 
headquarter’s directorate for the housing 
trusts with possibly regional offices. With 
the trusts the Board would be charged 
with positive initiative and executive ac- 
tion in the development of housing estates, 
community planning and every type of 
scheme, small or large, in housing and re- 
lated development having State-aided 
finance. The Board would be primarily 
concerned with the building of houses to 
let, and although it would collaborate 
with local authorities, Mr. Towndrow 
thought these authorities should be left 
free to carry out their own schemes if the 
wished. The Board would be largely ad- 
ministrative, and the housing trusts work- 
ing under it would be somewhat like the 
pre-war housing associations but run in 
a more businesslike way and with greater 
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Government support. The Board would 
have direct access to the Minister of 
Works on all questions of building pro- 
duction, building technique and the supply 
of materials and components. As to cea 
materials and components the Board might 
deal largely with a Purchasing Commission 
to be set up by the Ministry of Works. 
The Board might also have direct access 
to the Minister of Labour on all questions 
of labour. Neither the Board itself nor 
the housing trusts would do actual build. 
ing; that would be done under contract by 
approved building companies. Thus the 
housing development trusts would be the 
owners of the land; they would be con- 
cerned with estate planning, development 
and architectural design, and the super- 
vision of building, and finally with the 
letting of the houses, collection of rents 
and management. 

Mr. A. Appelby said such boards as pro- 
posed were already in existence. There 
were the Port of , Fie Bo Authority and 
the Agricultural Mortgage Corporation, 
both doing badly, and the London Trans 
port Board and the B.B.C., both doing 
well. We could not be sure that such a 
Board would work properly; that would 
depend, among other things, on how it was 
set up.. If this difficulty was surmounted 
there would remain the problem of labour. 
We had not got the labour to build the 
houses. 

Replying to this, Mr. Towndrow said he 
was not sure the labour problem could be 
solved. If it could be it would be by 
changing technique and thereby increasing 
production yen man-hour. By prefabrica- 
tion we could probably increase production 
by fifty per cent., but technique was not 
sufficiently developed to produce a com- 
gee | factory-made article, nor was pub- 
ic opinion ready for such a change. 
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HOUSE BUILDING AS A 
SOCIAL SERVICE 


BUILDERS’ ‘‘ NO. 1” JOB. 

‘* Wuichever Government is returned 
as the result of the recent election will 
need the assistance of this Federation. 
Whichever Government is returned can be 
assured of our helpful co-operation. For 
if there is one subject which should be 
taken right out of politics it is housing. 
Co-operation is better than control, and 
we shall make it clear to the new Govern- 
ment that co-operation is not a one-way 
street.” This statement was made on 
July 18 by Mr. G. W. Bucuanan, Presi- 
dent of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, in his presidential 
address at the half-yearly meeting of the 
Federation in London. 

‘*Housing,’”’ said Mr. Buchanan, “is 
the No. 1 job of the day. We builders 
regard it as a privilege to play a No. 1 
part in what is a great social service. The 
Government has given two definite 
pledges, which are to be redeemed next 
May, twelve months after VE Day. The 
first is that the number of men in our 
industry will be doubled, that is, in- 
crease to 800,000; the second is that, quite 
apart from temporary houses, 100,000 
houses will be built or building. Let us 
hope that they will be ‘built’ and not 
just ‘building.’ Time is short; the 
building season is slipping away. It is 
up to the Government to provide the men 
and the materials quickly, and it is up to 
us, as builders, to show that we can use 
the men and the materials both economi- 
cally and efficiently. 

‘Representations by the National 
Federation to the Government have not 
been without success during recent 
months. Among other things we can claim 
considerable credit :— 

(i) For the reduction of contracts for 
the erection of temporary houses from 200 
to 50; 

(ii) For the fact that the new licensing 
scheme is not based on the rigid £10 
originally contemplated; and 

(iii) For Mr. Sandys’ latest speech in 
the House of Commons in which he said - 
that ‘Wherever the nature of the job 
permits, it is desirable that the contracts 
should be given to local builders, using 
the local labour which is already in their 
employment.’ 

‘And, finally, we can also take credit 
for the fact that in his circular of June 20 
to local authorities the Minister of Health 
made it clear that builders of all sizes 
will be given a chance to build for local 
authorities, and that private builders will 
be enabled to go ahead with the rebuild- 
ing of houses destroyed by bombing and 
with the development of their housing 
sites. One of the most important state- 
ments in that circular is that building 
should start at an early date on all sites 
ready for the purpose, whether held by 
the local authority or by builders, and 
that private builders who have sites ready 
should be given every facility by the local 
authorities.” The National Federation, 
added Mr. Buchanan, were not compla- 
cent. They realised that not only must 
they get undertakings from the Govern- 
ment, but must see that those undertak- 
ings were carried out. 

The speaker concluded: ‘‘ A word on 
costs. We builders realise only too well 
that if the cost of building is too high 
the urgent post-war building programme 
will be wrecked. We do not wani to see 
a repetition of 1919, when the costs of 
house-building rocketed. We are therefore 
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most anxious that the market should not 
be overloaded, and that is why we have 
agreed to give the new licensing scheme 
a trial. e must and will do everything 
we can to help the Government to keep 
down costs.” 


HOUSING WORK IN 
LONDON C.D. REGION 


M.O.H. CIRCULAR 131/45. 


In a circular (131/45) addressed to all 
Housing Authorities in the London Civil 
Defence Region, the Minister of Health 
states that plans for the continuance of 
war damage repairs must no longer be con- 
sidered in isolation from the related plans 
for the adaptation or conversion of large 
houses for multi-family occupation; for 
the provision of temporary houses; and for 
the building of new permanent houses as 
well as the re-erection of houses totally 
destroyed which attract a cost-of-works 
payment. In Circular 118/45 it is pointed 
out that it is the policy of the Government 
to give a high priority to the building of 
‘cost of works’’ houses which are of a 
rateable value not exceeding £100 in Lon- 
don and £75 elsewhere, and that such of 
these houses as are not excluded on town- 
planning or other grounds should be in- 
cluded in the building programme for the 
next two years to the maximum practic- 
able extent. 

The circumstances of local authorities 
in the London Civil Defence Region vary 
considerably. In some cases it will be 
practicable to consider new building forth- 
with, and individual authorisations have 
already been given, whereas, at the other 
extreme, in one or two cases it will still 
be necessary to give first priority to the 
repair of damaged houses to the standard 
of tolerable comfort. Every effort will be 
made to adjust the amount of building 
labour in each district to the needs of 
that district, so far as is possible. 


Programme of Work. - 

It is for each local authority to draw 
up their own programme of work in the 
light of their own housing conditions, but 
it is requested that this programme for 
. the next few months should be based on : 

(a) The repair of any outstanding war 
damage to occupied houses to the standard 
of tolerable comfort. This fortunately is 
now a problem limited to a few areas. 

(b) The provision of additional units of 
family accommodation. This may be by 
the erection of emergency hutments with- 
in the allocation already approved, the 
adaptation and conversion of large houses, 
the repair of C(b) houses or of unoccupied 
houses of the C(a) or D category, the 
provision of temporary houses, the erec- 
tion of new permanent houses or the re- 
erection of totally destroyed houses which 
attract a cost-of-works payment. The 
factors determining on which parts of the 
programme greatest emphasis shall be 
placed, will be the ways in which in each 
district the greatest number of additional 
dwellings can be provided for the least 
expenditure of man-hours of labour. 

(c) Further repairs of war damage u 
to the standard of Serial Note No. of 
attention being directed especially to 
those cases in which further work is 
necessary before the advent of the severe 
winter weather. 

(d) Work on house repairs, rebuilding 
or building for which the local authority 
is prepared to grant a licence or issue a 
certificate of essentiality. 

All this work, including that under (d) 
is a charge on the building labour and 
materials available in the district and 
should be planned as a whole. 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Bricks for Demonstration Purposes. 

London Brick Co., Ltd., will be pleased 
to supply free of charge to technical 
pestis and similar institutes small 
quantities of miniature bricks for demon- 
stration purposes. 


Trade Catalogues Required. 

Mr. 8. Yudkin, F.F.S. (Eng.), having 
now ‘comple his work with the 
M.O.W. as Senior Area Progress En- 
gineer, is resuming his private practice 
as surveyor and valuer and would be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc., 
at 75, Chatsworth-rd., N.W.2. 


Town Planning and the Engineer. 

Four lectures were recently arranged by 
the Institution of Civil Engineers on 
“The Position of the Engineer in Rela- 
tion to Town and Regional Planning.” 
These have now been reprinted in book 
form and are available, at 3s. per copy, 
from the Institution, Great George-street, 
8.W.1. 


Building Materials and Labour. 

In a Press statement, the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service state that 
the industries whose labour force must be 
built up are those which supply the mate- 
rial for building, such as the brick, tile, 
and window-glass industries. The same 
is true of those industries which produce 
components for houses, such as gas and 
electrical appliances or hardware. There 
is reason for estimating that the labour 
force of these industries ought, if 
possible, to be augmented in the next 
nine months or so by something like 
100,000 people. The highest preference 
for labour supply from the common pool 
has been accorded to these industries, 
and they have been allotted their share 
of the men who will be released from the 
Forces under Class B. 
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Aluminium Development Association. 

As from June 30, the functions of 
Wrought Light Alloys Development Asso- 
ciation have been taken over by a new 
organisation—Aluminium Development 
Association—which includes all sections 
of the aluminium and aluminium alloy 
industry. Communications should con- 
tinue to be forwarded to Union Chambers, 


63, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2 (Tel. : 
Midland 0847). 
Plumbing Apprenticeship. 

At a meeting of the Plumbing Trades 


National Apprenticeship Council held at 
81, Gower-street, W.C.1, a reg it was 
resolved that the Plumbing Teachers’ 
Aesociation be asked to prepare a report 
on the equipment and requirements, lay- 
out, tools, ete., of plumbing workshops 
in technical schools. It was reported 
that 333 indentured apprentices were 
undergoing training. 


TRADE NEWS 


Bristol Builders’ New Address. 

The old-established firm of C. A. Hayes 
and Sons, Ltd., building and civil en- 
gineering contractors, are going to perma- 
nent new offices at Stork House, Hotwells, 
Bristol. Mr. H. C. Hayes, chairman of the 
firm, was president of the National 
ig ai of Building Trades Employers 
in : 


A 25th Anniversary. 

The firm of Girlings Ferro Concrete Co., 
Ltd., celebrated its 25th anniversary re- 
cently with a dinner at the Feltham 
Hotel, Middlesex, when nearly 70 em- 
ployees were present, and an illuminated 
address was presented by them to the two 
manages directors, Mr. Marcus Girling 
and tr. Ronald Girling. Employees 
were given £1 for each year’s service. 


An All-Steel Cupboard. 

An all-steel cupboard to be known as 
the ‘‘ Cabinette’”’ has been designed by 
Benham and Sons, Ltd., of 66, Wigmore- 


street, London, W.1. It is intended 
primarily for installation with the 
‘*Nevastane’”’ stainless steel sink and 


drainer units. It can, however, form a 
very useful piece of kitchen furniture 
when it is installed with a table-top of 
either stainless steel or vitreous enamel. 
The manufacturers intend to market ten 
standard sizes, one to fit each ‘‘ Neva- 
stane”’ sink. Prototypes have been 
made, and these are available for inspec- 
tion at the company’s showrooms at the 
foregoing address. 


Degreasing Crystals. 

Sealocrete Products, Ltd., of Atlantic 
Works, Macbeth-street, Hammersmith, 
W.6, have issued a leaflet dealing with 
Sealocrete degreasing crystals for use as a 
paint strip and for removing black-out 
paint. It is understood that if the crystals 
are dissolved in hot water according to 
instructions, and sufficient hydrated lime 
is added to the liquid to make up into a 
thin paste, this paste can then be applied 
over the glass even if it is vertical, and it 
should be left on four to eight hours, 
after which one can remove the paste and 
scrape off the bitumastic paint 


Corrugated ‘‘ Perspex ’’ Sheet. 

We are informed that ‘‘ Perspex,” the 
transparent plastic material designed and 
manufactured by I.C.I. and used in every 
kind of aircraft throughout the war, is 
now available in corrugated sheet form 
for purposes of roof and wall lighting. 
The sheets are made up to fit existing 
standards of corrugated iron and asbestos 
cement, and can be fitted to roof or wall 
in the same way as normal corrugated 
sheets, with standard hook bolts or wood 
screws and washers. ‘ Perspex” roof 
lights are claimed to have a high safety 
factor and under normal conditions will 
not crack or splinter when subjected to 
shocks or vibrations. The weight of the 
material is 0.9 lb. per square foot. 
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NO BUILDERS’. RINGS 
NATIONAL FEDERATION PRESIDENT’S 
ASSURANCE, | 


‘‘ THERE are no rings among the builders 
of Great Britain.”” Mr. G. W. Buchanan, 
President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, gave this 


categorical assurance at the half-yearly « 


meeting of the South-Western Federation 
in Bristol recently. 

‘We builders are individualists,’’ said 
Mr. Buchanan. ‘‘ We want to see every 
builder, including the smallest, given the 
fullest opportunity to play his part in the 
rebuilding of Britain, and we also want to 
see every builder getting a fair share of 
the available labour. 

‘Builders realise only too well that if 
the cost of building is too high the urgent 
post-war building programme will be 
wrecked. We do not want to see’a repeti- 
tion of what happened in 1919* when the 
costs of house building rocketed sky high. 
We are therefore most anxious that the 
market should not be overloaded with 
work. 

‘‘The National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers probably plays a much 
more important part in the affairs of the 
nation than most people realise, and the 
representations which we have made to 
Government Departments in the past few 
months have not been without success. 

‘*We can, I claim, take a great deal of 
credit for the fact that the contracts for 
the erection of temporary houses were 
reduced from 200 to 50; that the new 
licensing scheme is not based on the rigid 
£10 limit originally tcontemplated, and 
that Mr. Sandys in his last speech in the 
House of Commons before the dissolution 
of Parliament said that wherever the 
nature of the job permitted contracts 
should be given to local. builders, using 
the local labour which was already in their 
employment. 

“‘Every effort is therefore made to 
arrange that the form, size of contract 
and the conditions attaching to it are such 
as will enable small, medium and large 
builders, each in their own sphere, to 
make an effective contribution, and private 
enterprise house-builders will‘also. be given 
an opportunity to play their part. 

‘* We can also. take.credit for the fact 
that in his circular of June .30 to local 
authorities the Minister of Health has 
made it clear that builders of all sizes will 
be given a chance to build for local autho- 
rities, and that private builders will be 
enabled to go ahead with the rebuilding 
of houses destroyed. by. bombing and with 
the development of their housing: sites. 

‘** One of. the most. important statements 
in that circular is that building should 
start at an early date on all sites ready 
for the purpose ‘whether held by the local 
authority or by builders, and that private 
builders who have sites ready. should be 
given every facility by the local authori- 
ties.”’ 

In the course of his speech Mr. 
Buchanan welGomed the recent leading 
article in The Builder on ‘the importance 
of country builders. This time, he said, 
we must see to it that an immediate. start 
was made with housing in rural, as well 
as in urban areas. 


FEDERATION HALF-YEARLY REPORT. 

The Council’s interim report for the 
half-year ended June 30 gives an excellent 
conspectus of the present situation regard- 
ing eo or and apprentice- 
ship are fully dealt with, and the section 


” 


on Contracts makes reference to the 

“Code for the Measurement of Building 

Work in Small Dwelling Houses,” whose 

publication was announced in. our last 
2 
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issue. The reports.of, the.many com- 
mittees which are considering the various 
aspects of builders’ work give interesting 
data on many classes of original research, 
We have, however, looked in vain for 
further report of the Committee investi- 
gating the Quantitative Registration of 
Builders, and trust that this omission is 
only temporary. 


FLOORING. TESTS 


For new.permanent. house production, 
the Ministry of Works is anxious to use 
any traditional or new types’of material 
which have been thoroughly tested. For 
floor coverings few comparative data have 
been found to exist and the Building Re- 


‘search Station, at the request..of the 


Ministry of Works, has had a number of 
floor coverings under test for the past 
seven months. For post-war housing it 
is necessary to reduce as far as possible 
the quantity of timber used. Wear tests 
against pedestrian traffic have, therefore, 
been carried out at Lambeth Bridge 
House on various materials which could 
be fixed direct to concrete. In two 
corridors of Lambeth Bridge House sec- 
tions of the wood block floor were re 
moved and the sub-floor suitably treated 
to receive the following floor-coverings :— 

Linoleum; hardweods, plywood, wood 
waste boards, asbestos and resin boarde, 
thin wood blocks, rubber substitute, cork 
tiles and wood waste blocks. 

Various adhesives were used, and with 
some materials it was necessary to use 
panel pins which were nailed into timber 
battens laid flush with the sub-floors. 
Observations of the wear of the materials 
are made at regular intervals by officers 
of the Building Research Station and the 
Ministry of Works, and an estimate of the 
traffic passing over the floors is obtained 
by the photo-electric cell method. So 
far, the materials have had approximately 


-300,000 people walking upon them. . The 


floor coverings will be kept under observa- 
tion until breakdown ‘occurs. 

Laboratory investigations are being 
carried out simultaneously at the Build- 
ing Research Station and atithe Forest 
Products Research Laboratory in an 
endeavour to obtain data on the suit- 
ability of floor coverings from aspects 
other than wear resistance. 
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HOUSE- BUILDING’ AND 


LOCAL “BUILDERS 


CONTRACTS FOR THE SMALL MAN. 

Mr. G. W. Bucuanan, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, was the guest of honour of the 
Midland Federation of Building Trades 
Employers at. its half-yearly meeting in 
Rugby last. week. 

We all welcome the Government’s 
acceptance of our view [said Mr. 
Buchanan] that there should be a large 
number of small contracts for houses 
instead of a small number of ‘big con- 
tracts.. This, together with the decision 
that private builders could begin, means 
that local builders, however small, will 
be given a fair chance and will have their 
labour built up as our men return from 
the Forces and the factories. 

House building should be left more and 
more to the local builder and the local 
authorities. The local authorities have 
recently received their marching orders 
in a circular from the Ministry of 
Health. They, like us, have been strain- 
ing at the leash. There is now no reason 
‘why large numbers of houses should not 
be begun on thousands of sites in hun- 
‘dreds of ‘towns and villages, and we must 
all see to it that our rural districts, neg- 
lected for so long after the last war, get 
their fair share of houses from the begin- 
ning this time. And now I hope they will 
let us do site prevaretion and actual build- 
ing as one job.as we did before the war. 


PAINT BRUSHES 


TRADE LIAISON COMMITTEE’S WORK. 


A LIaIson committee of the paint and 
painting, industries which can be said to 
tepresent: both sections of the paint in- 
dustry, was set up some time ago under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Gordon Lilly, 
to investigate the whole problem of the 
acute position affecting. the trade of the 
very poor brushes available to decorators 
an ainting contractors, The paint- 
manutacturing industry, of course, were 
also.very interested in this matter in their 
desire to gee proper and economical use 


-Inade oftheir products, particularly so 


,a8 the quality of paint is now rapidly 
‘getting back to pre-war standards. The 
committee had very successful meetings, 
details of which are given in a report now 
issued. After examining the present posi- 
tion of brush supply, the report con- 
cludes: It can bé seen that the ‘future, 
as far as natural bristle is concerned, is 
very bleak, and it is extremely unlikely 
that the ‘position will ever improve. or 
that a return to the old bristle supply 20 
years ago will ever come back. Much has 
been said and written of the possibilities 
of Nylon for brush manufacture, and 
much research is being done both here at 


._ home and on the other'side of the Atlantic 


and the results are; if ‘viewed’ in ‘the 
oe ed perspective, encouraging.- Nylon 
at the momeat is-not perfected, but there 
is every Teason to hope that it: will be. 
One of the big troubles to overcome is 
the high cost of manufacture, particularly 
for short lengths 

It is therefoze recommended to. all 
buyers of brushes to abide by the follow- 
ing simple rules :— d 

(1) Buy your brushes from leading and 
reputable manufacturers only; see that 
the correct bristle content you are entitled 
to is given; end 

(2) Take great care of your brushes. 

(3) Report, to your own Federation for 
transmission to. committee by the 
Liaison Committee. of the Paint and 
Painting Industries every case of poor 
brushes sold to you in the future. The 
committee will undertake to bring such 
eases to the. notice:of. the British Brush 
Manufacturers’ Association. : 


- 


G 
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OFFICIAL, NOTIFICATIONS 


Static Water Tanks for Sale. 

Static water tanks used by the N.F.S. are 
now being offered for sale by the Ministry 
of Works. These tanks, with a capacity of 
approximately 5,000 gallons, may be 


i led at the site, 
bought for £20 each, dismant The tanks 


to arrange collection. ) 
ore 29 ft, 9 in, by 7 ft..5 in. by 3 ft. 10 = 
deep. Prospective purchasers parte 
apply to the Controller of Supp. has, 

inistry of Works, Union House, ~ 
Martin’s le Grand, London, E.C.4, mark- 
ing the envelope “ Section P2 Dams. 


trol of Building Operations. : 
= Control of Building gg 
(No. 5) Order, 1945, dated June Pint -d 
has been made by the Minister of tow s 
under Regulation 56a _ of the De ee 
(General) Regulations, 1939. This or we 
fixes the limits of cost that may be 
incurred, without an authorisation o 
licence under Regulation 56a of the 
Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, on 
building and civil engineering work. The 
effect of Articles 1.and 2 is to igre 
the existing limits (which would ot a 
wise have ceased to be in force on J’ uly ) 
until August 1, when the new limits se 
out in Articles 3 and 4 come into force. 
Article 3 prescribes a limit of £10, whic 
same throu, r 
rede tnn nt out for certain purposes, of 
which the most important are the dis- 
charge of functions by local authorities 
and the carrying out of public utility 
undertakings. , As regards other building 
and civil engineering work, Article - 
allows two pounds to be spent on a singie 
property in any one month during t - 
period irom August 1, 1945, to January 31, 
1946, and also ‘an additional ten pounds 
to be spent “at any time during that 
period, and for the purpose of computing 
the cost of work carried out on dwellings 
with unpaid labour the value. of the 
labour and the cost of any materials used 
by such unpaid labour are disregarded. 
These limits also, apply throughout Great 
Britain. Bye 
The definition of “a property” in 
Article 5 differs from that previously con- 
tained in paragraph (3) of Regulation 56a. 
It extends to all property, and not only 
property which is the subject of a 
Schedule A assessment or a rating valua- 
tion, and it also provides that a residen- 
tial flat is to be treated as a separate 
property, even if it is not separately 
assessed or valued. 





Modern Building Tools. 

Tus Ministry of .Works announces that 
the following dates and sites ‘or demon- 
strations of power-driven hand tools for 
the building industry have now been con- 
firmed ; Glasgow, August 14-18, Glasgow 
Green, on ‘site adjacent to People’s 
Palace; Newcastie, August 28-September 
1, Lovaine-place, Barras Bridge, New- 
castle; . Liverpool, September 11-15, site 
not yet finalised; Manchester, September 
25.29, site not. yet finalised; Birmingham, 
October 9-13, Big Top. site, New-street, 
Birmingham; Bristol, October 23-27, 
Black Boy’s Hill, Bristol. 


Trade Golf and War Charities. 

The usual Spring meeting took place at 
Fulwell Golf PoInb on April 27 of the 
Building Materials Golfing Society, There 
was a record war-time attendance. The 
annual general meeting followed guien, 
Mr. George Hicks being the principa 
guest, The Hon. Secretary, Mr. Sidney 
Neve, stated that 100 guineas’ had been 
sent to the R.A.F. Benevolent Fund, thus 
completing subscriptions to all three arms 
of the Services. He emphasised that as 
a result of the pipet a ma a 
the war years, a grand sum of ni 
£1,500 hel been subscribed’ to the Red 
Cross Society, the Merchant Navy “and 


the R.A.F. 


hout Great Britain for . 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER ” 
PRICES AND WAGES 


Until further notice, Rates of Wages 
will be given in the first and third 
issues of each month. Prices of Materials 
will normally appear in the first issue of 
the month. 











THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


BAILLIESTON.—Plans to be prepared for 40 
houses, for which the architect is William 
Watt, Albert-rd., Motherwell. ’ 

GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for additions 
for Edward MacBean & Co., Ltd., at Welling- 
ton Mills, Port Dundas, for which the archi- 
tects are Campbell & Hislop, 124, St. Vincent- 
st.,. Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for alterations 
and additions for Chance Bros., Murans-st., for 
which the architect is James Houston, School 
Wynd, Kilbirnie. 

TAIN.—Tain Picture House Co. to reconstruct 
Town Hall into cinema. 

UDDINGTON.—Cullen, Lochhead & - Brown, 
Marsham Court, Marsham-st., London, §.W.1, 
prepared plans for factory at Bothwell 
Highway. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues, Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 1. 

Cranbrook R.D.C.—12 houses at Milkhouse, 
Sissinghurst. C., Council Offices. 

tRuislip-Northwood U,D.C. — Rebuilding 6 
pouses, 4 Addison-way, Northwood. E. and 8. 

ep. £2. 

Weymouth and ‘Melcombe Regis B.C.—De- 
molition of communal shelters. .E. and 8. 

AUGUST 2. 

Sunderland C.B.—Erection of 34 “ Duplex ” 
houses, 38 five and six-person houses in terraces, 
and 28 five-person semi-detached houses at 
as ‘Farm estate. B.E. and 8. Dep. 

Ss. 


AUGUST 3. _ ; 

+Beds C.C,—Structural alterations, renovation 
work, etc., at Seagrave Hall. County Archi- 
tectural Dept., Shire Hall, Bedford. Dep. £2 2s. 
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AUGUST 4. 

Birkenhead 1T.C.—Re-erection of 28 houses 
(pre-war, construction) at Vyner estate. . B.E. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. ; 

AUGUST 7. 

Belper R.D.C.—42 permanent houses on 4 
sites. Buiiding 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

*t Braughing R.D.C.—28 houses (Contract No. 
1) in four parishes. R. H. Sell, C., 2, Hockerill- 
st., Bishop’s Stortford. 

“Hayes and Harlington U.D.C.—Rébuilding 7 
houses at Botwell housing estate. ©. Dep. 


2 2s. 
Wakefield R.D.C.—Erection of 26 houses. S., 
18, St. John’s Mount, Wakefield. Dep. £1 1s. 
AUGUST 3. 
*Erith B.C.—20 semi-detached 
Luddesdon-rd. B.E. and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme T.C.—101 houses at 
Beasley Farm estate. T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 
A UST 11, 
Hornchurch U.D.C.—Demolition of 31 houses. 


tStaveley_ U.D.C.—90° brick-built houses at 
Station-rd. E. and 8., Council Offices, Lowgates, 
Staveley. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 13. 

_tSalford T.C.—14 houses at Gerald-rd. estate. 
City E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wells-next-the-Sea U.D.C.—10 three-bedroom 
houses, 10 two-bedroom houses and 10 bunga- 
lows at Northfield-cres. R. O. Bond, Architect, 
Mountergate, Norwich. Dep. £1. 

_Whitby U.D.C.—Reinstatement of 2 steel and 
timber footbridges at Whitby Harbour. Lewis 
and Duvivier, 42, Grosvenor-gdas., Westminster, 
8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 14. 

Bacup B.€,—28 three-bedroom houses. at Thorn 
estate. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*isle of Ely ©.C.—Alterations at County 
Hospital, Doddington. R. D. Robson (A.), 
County Architect, County Hall, March, Cambs. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by August 27. 

*Rochdale C.B.—52 houses, Greave estate, and 
er Turf Hill estate. B.S. and A. Dep. 


2s. 
: AUGUST 16. 

Carlisle T.C.—Erection of 7 houses and 2 flats 
at Croft House éstate. City E. 

; AUGUST 18. 

tGillingham T.C.—2 houses at School-ave. and 
3 houses.at Fourth-ave. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Heweee'ts ae a of 6 cottages at 

} reen. - J. Hodgson, 2, y- 
st., Guildford. Dep. £2 2s. . a a 
AUGUST 20. 

t Bethnal Green B.C.—Erection of 18 tenements 
4 ee to, Digby estate. Monson 
(K.), Finsbury Pavement House, 4 
E.C.2. Dep. £5. me ee 

tBethnal Green B.C.—Rebuilding 6 flats and 
execution of certain works to existing buildin, 
adjacent thereto at Vaughan estate. Te. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


houses, 


tOhester T.6,—16 pemenan 

r T.C.—16 permanent type brick h 

at St. Mark’s-rd. City E. and 3 Dep. £2.25 
UGUST 30. 


AUG 
Oswestry R:D.C.—Completion of 16 artly- 
constructed houses, Weston Rhyn. C. B. Samuse 
S. and E.; Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. i 
ST 31 


AUGU . 
atten ee houses at The Knoll. BS. 


ep. £3 3s. 
tSolihull U.D.C.—53 three-bedroom house 
Redlands-rd. E. and §., 90, Station-rd. ay 
West Ridi gt age Me 
st ng Standing Joint Committee.— 
Adaptations at Constabulary Headquarters. 
West Riding Architect, County Hall, Wakefield. 
SEPTEMBER 8. 
tStaveley U.D.C.—9 brick-built houses at 
Station-rd., Barrow Hill. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 1. 
Bury as decoration at elementary 


schools. 

AUGUST 13. 
wa R.D.C.—Painting 130 houses. ‘ Build- 
g S. 


1 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 1. 

Buxton T.C.—Surfacing of roads. B.E. 

Preston C.B.—Roads and sewers for 300 tem- 
porary houses at Grange estate, Ribbleton. 
B.E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 7. 
ilfracombe U.D.C. — Roads and 
Whittingham site. E. and S.. Dep. £2 

AUGUST 8. _ 

Chepping Wycombe 8.C.—Laying foul sewer 

at at Hatters-la. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 11. 

Meitham U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. P. N. 
Brown, 23, Victoria-st., Holmfirth. Dep. £2 2s. 
(cheques crossed U.D.C.). 

Ripon and Pateléy Bridge R.D.C.—Construc- 
tion, completion and maintenance of approx. 
2,400 yds. 4 in. dia. spun-iron pipes, etc. Silcock 


sewers, 
2s. 











by tps be be 
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Si 
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& Simpson, 10, Park-row, Den, £2 


(payable to R.D.C_) 


baht A 14, 
¥.D,C.—Roads and ‘sewers, 
E. and 8. Dep. 


Leeds. 1. 


wton Abbot 
Buckloat. rd:, for 298 houses. 


£5 5s. 
AUGUST 18. 
Gillingham Ly te of. part of 
Watling-st. B.E. and. §. Dep. £2 2s. 
Penrhyn (Cornwall) T.C.—Roads and sewers, 
College No. 1 site. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full. details of Public Appointments marked* 


are advertised elsewhere in -this issue, Those 
marked + have been advertised in previous 
issues. 


AUGUST 3. 
*Denbighshire C.C.—Architectural Assistants 
and Building Inspector. 
tShetheid T.C.—6 Temporary Assistant Archi- 


tects. 
AUGUST 4. 

+Bradford T.C.—Two Assistant Architects. 

tDerbyshire C.C:—Architectural Assistants. 

“Derbyshire €©.0,‘— Senior Architectural 
Assistant. 

t+tOverseas Employment.—Quantity Surveyors 
for. Controller of Development. and b ery 
West Indies, Uganda Government P.W.D. Dept. 
and Gold Coast me .D. _— 


t Chadderton v.b.0.-Arehiiectural Assistant. 
*Barrow-in-Furness GC. le TE, B.E. and 8. 
and General Engineering Assistant. 


AUGUST 3. 
*Kent C€.C.—Two Senior and two Junior Sur- 
veying Assistants. 
*Uxbridge U.D.C.—Building 


Assistant. 
AUGUST 11. 

+Southampton mart erm i Architect. 

“Southend-on-Sea C.B.—(a) Senior Architec- 
tural Assistant; (b) First Class ae 
Assistant ; (c) First Class Baginoesing 
Assistant; (d) First Class Town Planning 
Assistant; (e) Second Class Quantity Surveying 
Assistant; (f) Chief Building Surveyor. 

*Taunton B. yr Arentoctarel Assistants. 

UST 13. 

*Bexhill T. Ty ee Inspector. 

*Bootie C.B.—(1) Temporary Senior Architec- 
tural Assistant; (2) 3 Temporary Architectural 
Assistants (Grade 2); (3) 3 Temporary Archi- 
tectural Assistants (Grade 3). 

“Northampton Electric Light and Power Co., 
Ltd.—Architectural Assistant. 

AUGUST 14. 
*Cambs E.C.—Teacher of Baildiog Subjects. 
GUST 1 


Maintenance 


u 
*Hereford R.D. S.-Architect and Surveyor. 
UGUST 23. 
*Rochdale C.B.—Two Temporary Araeerters! 


Assistants. 
AUGUST 25. 
tClackmannan C.C.—County Architect. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 


+Middleton T.C. aa a Manager. 
g. 


NO T 
*Greenwich B.C. — Tikotincy Architectural 
Assistant. 
*Overseas Employment.—Foreman of Works, 
Sierra Leone Government. 
*Prison._ Commission.—Architectural and Civil 
Engineering Assistants, Grade IFII. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Blackburn.—Dutton’s Blackburn Brewery, 
Ltd., Salford, propose reconstruction of the 
brgwery- hi E.C. 

aernarvonshire.— propose erection of 
libeary at Education Offices, Caernarvon. Plans 

y W. LL. Jones (L.), County A., — Offices, 
Shinai St., Caernarvon. 

Denholme.— 


me. 
Derbyshire.—E.C. prorse dining-room and 
kitchen at schools at Walton. 
Doncaster.—T.C. propose 100. ‘houses at 
Weston-rd. 
Biosidey— —James Eadie, Lid., The hg] 
urt, ho Red 


Cross-st. Sg spa propose tel at 
Hall Farm estate. 
Mansfieid.—T. C.. 


approved garage at Nott 

neue ee, Sor. E. Neville S Bon Nace | 
ja = propose Technical High School 
adjacent to Salford sranmaraee school. se ote 

Shefheld.—_W. H. Blake & Co., Ltd., Worth- 
a gd Attercliffe; propose erection of. ware- 

Swinton and Pendiebury.—T.C. ropose de- 
velopment, of land for houses at Green's Farm, 
Clifton.—Sackville & Swallow, Lfd., 105. 
Princegs-st.,. Manchester 1, propose extensions 
to works at Oak-st. se Union-st. 

Wallasey.—T. ropose reinstatement of 
Block No. 2 at Mill- >. ao ital and re-erection 
of Nurses’ Home at field Maternity 
Hospital, Plang:by Wilson Allison (B). Deputy 





THE BUILDER 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes Joonmonded for ceeptatee. 

; Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Roads and sewer works 
for 300 permanent omy ee U.D.C.;: *Tarslag, 
Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees, 

Cumberla md Additibua tp factor 
beck, for Cumberland Cloth Co.: * 
stro Cockermouth. 

Darlin .—For a school kitchen at C.E. 
school, Croft: *J. W. Richardson, Darlington. 

Darlington.—Factory, Valley-st. North, for D. 
Boyd & Son: *Lawson & Boddy, Manude-st., 
Darlington. 

Dudley.—Construction of roads ne pres at 
air Sl Netherton. F. H. Gib B.E.: 
a os . Horton, Ltd., Church-st., Brevity Hill, 

affs. 


Eccles.—(a) Rebuilding four houses, West- 
bourne-rd., and four bungalows, Brindle Green; 
(b). two houses at Calver-av., for T.C ‘om 
Elce, B.E.: (a).*J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 
Pendlebury- rd., Swinton, Manchester, es 


y at Salter- 
homas Arm- 


and £2,399; (b) *Ernest Tonge & Sons, 
Station-rd., Swinton, Manchester, £1,799 18s 
(in lieu of tenders previously accepted 
Grimsby.—Construction of approx. 4,000 lin. 
yds. of sewers and 31,000 sup. yds. af carriage- 
way, kerbing, footpaths, ver, Constrye J. Vz. 
Oldfield, B.E.: *Mitchell 
Peterborough, £63,714. 
Huntingdon.—Erection of 24 houses at 
Abbots Ripton, etc. E. B. Parkinson (A.), 
Montague House: *F. B. Thackeray & Co., Ltd., 
Dryden’s-walk, Huntingdon, £25,394. 
islington.— Works for T.C.: Rebuilding 20 flats 
at Halton Mansions; *A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 
74, Earl’s Court-rd., W.8, £19,987; com letion 
of erection: of 56 flats at Highbury Park: *A. 
— & Co., Ltd., 74, Earl’s Court-rd., “W.8, 


*J. LL: Boveneene. 
buildings : 


onstruction Co., 


Lancashire.—Buildings 
Ltd., Edwards-la., Spe e, Liverpool 
*North West Construction Co., Ltd., Ruthven- 
rd., Litherland, Liverpool 21; buildings ; *E. B. 
Jones & Rawlinson, Ltd. Leaf-sq., Pendleton, 
Salford 6; buildings: J Hamer, Ltd., 15, 
Park- “. ’ Swinto n, Manchester; buildings: 
*G. & J. Seddon, Lid., 3-5, Manchester-rd. West, 
Little Hulton,’ nr. Bolton; buildings: #J. 
Dickinson & Co., Ltd., Fairclough- st., Bolton. 
Liverpool.—Works for T.C.: Completion of 
superstructure of 110 houses at Speke Estate. 
City “A. & Director of Housing: *Unit Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Bentham-dr., Live 1, £103,492 ; 
alterations at Maternity Unit, ill-rd. Infirm: 
ary: *Walter Lothian, Broadgreen, Liverpool, 
£1,105; painting and cleaning works, Broad- 
green Emergency Hospital: #Walter Wilcock, 
Ltd., Liverpool, £1,832; Olive Mount Children’s 


Hospital: #A. Benson & Co., ‘ay Liverpool, 
£1,350; Cleaver Sanatorium: *J. R. Oliver, 
Birkenhead, £930 and £1,330; Gliy Hospital 

*Clayton & Dorsman, 'Ltd., Liverpool, 


East : 
£957. 














The Leading Office for 


Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 
‘WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
PUBEIC LIABILITY 
MOTOR 


Erc. Erc. 








Heed Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
; Lendon Office: 
23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, Londen, £.C.2 


Senne NEARER i per ure ccm 


792., 


{London fw Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or ovér for week ended July 21:— 

General maintenance work: Negus & nn 
Ltd., Cambridge; F. Parkinson & Son; 


pool. 

Painting work ; ae ot Co., Ltd., Brom- 
ley, Kent; Gregory» AY ackson, Ltd., Man- 
chester 2; A. eeson. & Sons, Grimsby Docks ; 
Alan Best Ltd., London, S.W.8; G. sf. Miter 
& Co., Ltd., London, E.7, 

Heating Jnsgilaticns J. ame &-Son, Ltd., 
Glasgow; G. N. Haden & Sons, Lid., London, 
he 

Surfacing wotk: Asphal o ‘Specialiste, Ltd., 
Bristol 3; Penmaenmawr Trinidad Lake 
Asphalte Co., Ltd. aerpool 2; Independent 
Construction Co., L don, W.1; Home 
Counties Tarmacadam Contracting Co., Ltd., 


Lancaster-pl., W.C.2 
Roofing Nore McCartney, Ltd., Neweastle- ' 


on-Tyne. 
{London (M.O.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week ending July 12:— 
London: Erection of training centre, Kid- 
brooke, Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd. 
Ayrshire ; Erection, of central kitchen, dining- 
room and gcullery, Ardrossan: Academy, *G. Reid 
& Sons, Ltd., Townhead, Catrine, Ayrshire. 
Berkshire : Erection of *Seco temporary houses, 
Abingdon, 7; H. Kingerlee & Sons, Ltd., 3a, 


n’s-st., Oxford. 
Whos: Erection of U.S.A. houses, Birkenhead, 


Peak Construction Co., Ltd., 49, Hamilton-sq. cd 
Birkenhead. 

Derbyshire: Erection of Seco temporary 
houses, Hantley, G. W. Oliver & Sons, Flax- 
pool Mead, Basingstoke; Erection of ‘Tarran 
ae “houses, Blackwell B.D.C., Edward 
70, TM henlitipe f Dey 


an epee ry 
houses, South sie a George Henderson, 
Bolden-la., East Bolden, Co. Durham; Sunder- 
land, George Henderson, Bolden-la., Bol- 
den, Co. Durham; Jarrow, Robert Hudson: & 
Co., Ltd., Contractors, St. Mark’s-cres., Sunder: 





land. 

Essex: Erection of U.S.A. temporary bag 
Billericay, Henry. Kent_ (Builders) 51, 
Beacon-rd., Lewisham, London, , x’ 4 
Gee of Seco. Na ne Ha vest, Ham, 

le ? 
vineaery m'Bates. & Son, Old “tHickworks, 


E.C.1; Thos. 
Church-la., Harold Wood, Romford; , Econ of 


Arcon temporary houses, "Romford E. Symes, 
Ltd., Albert Works, Brentwood, Hseox 
Gloucs: Erection ‘of Buildi ‘Trades Training iz 


Centre, Fishpond’s, Bristol, 
Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. 

Hampshire: Erection of community centre, 
Portsmouth, E. & A. Springings, 201, — 
rd., Portsmouth ; Erection of Seco’ temporary 
houses, Winchester, A A. J. Dunning & Sons, Ltd., 
Weyhill, Andover. 

Lanarkshire: Erection of Tarran temporary 
houses, Hamilton, F. J. C. Lilley, 57-61, Meikle- 
wood-rd., Glasgow, °S.W.1; Erection of Royal 
Victualling lepot, Wishaw, Hugh 

Ltd., 9, Gladstone-av., Barrhead, 
Glasgow. 


Lancs: Erection of aluminium temporary 
houses. Blackpool, Atherton Bros. (Blackpool), 
Ltd., Peter-st. Sawmills, Blackpool. 

Middx: Erection of Arcon temporary houses, 
Enfield, F. Bradford & Co., Ltd., Angel-rd. 
Estate, Edmonton, London, N.18. 

Notts: Erection of Tarran temporary honses, 
Carlton U.D.C.,° Edward Thompson, 
Grange-st., Derby: Garton, Edwar Thompson. 
Ltd., Grange-st., Derby. 

Staffs ; Erection of Arcon temporary houses, 
Coseley, J. Webb, Ivy House-la., Coseley, Staffs ; 
Erection of Tarran temporary ‘houses, Walsall, 
Sabin & Young, Rushall, nr. Walsall. 

Surrey: Erection of U.S.A temporary houses, 
Fpsom, T. Crouch, Ltd., 3-5, Thames-st., 
Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey; C.. H. Coates, 
Ltd., Davis-rd., Surbiton. 

Warwickshire: Erection of Arcon temporary 
‘;ouses. Coventry, F. G. Plumb & Sons, rv 
13-15, Chapel-st., Coventry; Erection of US 
temporary houses, Cheylesmore, Coventry, Gar. 
licks, .,. 42, Far Gosford-st., Coventry; 
Coventry, George Wimpey & Co., Lid., Chester- 
rd.. Castle Bromwich, Birmingham. 

Yorks: Erection of ‘Tarran temporary houses, 
Rotherham, Gosnee Longden & Sons, Ltd., St. 
Peter’s-cl., ‘Sheffield 

Contracts placed by M.O.W. for week ending 
July 19 :— 

Derbyshire: Erection of Seco temp. houses, 
Ilkeston, Hug Cox (Builders), Filetcher-st,, 
Heanor, Nottingham. 

Dumbarton: Erection of U.S.A. temp. houses, 
Clydebank, James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., 12, 


Leggatt, 


Playfair-st.. Glasgow. 8.E. 

Gloucs : Brection of Seco temp.- houses, Ciren- 
cester, W. E. Chivers & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 
Devizes, Wilts. 


Herts: Construction of sewers. roadside 
paths and crossings, Letchworth. W. Sindall 
(Builders). Gloucester-st., Cambridge | 

Kent: Erection of boiler-house on * Robin ’ 
hangar. Farnborough. Downing, Rudman & 
Bent, Ltd., 104, High Holborn, W.C.1. 








80 


Lanarkshire: Erection of Tarran temp. houses, 
come bridge, Wm. Purdie, Ltd., Turner-st., Coat- 


or nl Erection of Arcon temp. houses, Hinck- 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


5,900 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
27 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


‘Phone or write 
Secretary: 
23,ComptonTerrace, Upper St.,N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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ley U.D.C., J. Payne & Sons, Clarendon-rd., Stockton-on-Tees.—Roads and sewer works at 
Hinckley. Albany-rd., for temporary U.S.A. houses, for 

Northumberland: . Erection of Tarran- temp. T.C.: *C. Z Boyd, Ltd., Middlesbrough, £15, 768. 
houses, Ashington, J. Urpeth (Builder), Lid., Stretford. —Rebuilding 17 houses, at St. John’s- 
North. Ridge, edlingt ton. rd. and Plumbley-dr.: Por va Ps ne 

Wilts: Erection of Seco temporary houses, Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., Vere-st., 
Marlborough, W. E. Chivers & Sons, Devizes, Salford 5; rebuilding 18*houses at “Melville” 
Wilts. Raglan-rd. and Leyburn-av.: *J: Maunders & 

Worcs: Erection of U.S.A. temp. houses, Dud- Sons, Ltd., 554, Barton-rd., Lostock, Stretford. 
ley, John Bowen & Sons, Ltd., 27-28, George-  Sturminster.—Erection of 32 permanent houses 

ry padeall Heath, Birmingham’ 12. and incidental layout works on sites, for R.D.C. 
(War Dept.).—_Works contracts G: G. Clark, architect: *L. A. Walter, Ashurst- 
placed Dy War Dept. for week ended July 14:— rd., West Moors, Dorset, £37,491 (subject to 

Lancs: Miscellaneous work, Brown & Jack- M.H. approval). 
gon, Ltd., Fleetwood, Lancs; Edwin Marshall & Sunderiand.-Rebuilding furniture factory, for 
“ous (1945), Ltd., Ashton-under-Lyne, “Lanes. Ditchburns, Ltd., Sunderland: #J. W. White, 

Nag Miscellaneous work, Samuel ‘Hutton & High Barns Works, Sunderland. 

Co., Northwich, Ches Uttoxeter.—12 houses atRocester, for ee 
eM nmi MincdRansoun work, Hads- C. E. Ingham, M.Inst.M. & Cy .E., E. & §&.: 
phaltic Construction Co., Ltd., London, *B.C.3. *Beddoes & O’ Dair, Uttoxeter- ad: Team, Stoke- 

London: Miscellaneous work, F. D. Hidden & on Trent. 

Co., Ltd., Brentford, Middx. 

Manchester.—Additions to works : *Russell 
Bullens & Contracting Co., Ltd., 165, Plymouth- 

Chorlton- upon-Medlock, Manchester 13. 

"Manchester. —Erection of pair of experimental 
houses of “ Howard” type; *William Arnold, 
Ltd., Upper Brook-st., Chorlton-u on-Medlock ; 
additions to works, Bradford-st. : oston Brick 
& Building Co., Lid., Kenyon-la., ‘Mocten: Man- 
chester 10. 

Middlesbrough.—Construction of sewer from 
Cargo Fleet-la. to Ladgate-la., for T.C. Cecil 
Gorman, B,E.: *Dowsett Eng. €o., Ltd., Talling- 
ton, Stamford, Lincs, £88,802. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Factory, -Chillingham- 
rd., for Ferris, Ltd. : *Alnwick Construction Co. a 
Ltd., Alnwick. 

Newport Pagnell.—Construction of roads and 


sewers for advance preparations of 17 housing “ ° oI? 
sites for group of local authorities: *Hadsphal- The Fluxite Quins at Work 














tic Construction Co., Ltd., Minories, London, Young OI had a strange dream last night 
E.1, £89,510. He was out mending pipes, good and right 
realtor. ae work at Municipal Schools, He cried, “What a notion 
Walker City E.: *W. Walton Leaky pipe in the ocean! ie 
(Penaleton. “ita, 14, Frederick-rd., Pendleton 6, Thank Goodness, I’ve brought my FLUXITE. 
£3,278; *F.'& J. Pilling (Bros.), Lid., 19, Birch: | "For: all SOLDERING work-you need 


la., Dohesiabs; Manchester 13, £2,268: *Plevin & seat! : 
Son, Southpori-st. 5, £1,997 (rest of Salford). FLUXITE, the paste flux—with which 


Shildon.—For school canteen and scuilery at even dirty metals are soldered and 
aig Sgr school: *A. Metcalfe, Dent- “tinned.” For the jointing of lead—with- 
ildon. out solder; and the running of white 
oun manta or CE: i ae metal bearings—without “tinning’”’ the 
*Breeze & Burdett, Ltd., Cheveral-av., bearings. It is suitable for ALL 
Coventry. METALS—excepting ALUMINIUM— 


and can be,used with safety on ELEC- 
TRICAL and other sensitive apparatus. 
Patent With FLUXITE joints can be *‘ wiped" success- 


Boyle’s «air-eump” Ventilator | | tut wat are tmossini by any other method. 


OVER TWO MILLION IN. USE. Used for over 30 years in Government 


ROBERT BOVIE & SON | | Soca getdrmnesers i corse, 
an % 











Emergency Address: Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 BLOW LAMP, price 2/6. 


34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY The FLUXITE Gun. puts FLUXITE. where 
Ss ee you want it by a simple pressure. Price 1/6, 
or filled 2/6. 











HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. | | Sesisceaise sugis*omn Nears 
also on “‘WIPED” JOINTS, price 1d. each. 


Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 SURE 17D. own Thonn Hey 



































GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
&. ENGINEERS 
of 


CAMBERWELL Consult us about your Factory TO-DAY / 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Week by week 
e number of 
buildings res- 
C by us.con- 

Einues to grow. 











‘34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W:C.1 
; ONDO wem NEGUS Ltp 


Tel: CHAncery 7901-3 











Station Works. KiNG JAMES St, S.E./. (WAT5474,) 
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